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district to blame

for child abuse

By JOHN ROCHE

A lawsuit recently filed against the
Bedford Central School District, the
former principal of Bedford Hills
Elementary School, and the schools
guidance counselor claims school
officials failed to report allegations
that a student was sexually abused
in her home, allowing the girl to be
molested for eight more months.

The litigation, filed in New York
State Supreme Court late last
month, was filed on behalf of the
alleged victim and her mother. The
girl was nine at the time the abuse,
and school officials’ failure to report
it, allegedly took place.

Attorneys representing both sides
in the case had strong words about
the lawsuit, which seeks unspecified
damages for the mother and the girl,
who suffered “severe and serious
personal injuries,” both physically
and mentally, because school offi-

cials failed to report the allegations
of sexual abuse to authorities when
they learned of them in December
2005, according to the six-page doc-
ument.

“Bedford school officials learned
of the abuse to my client and failed
to report it to anyone from
December to August,” said Nancy
Morgan, the attorney for the mother
and daughter. “They did not even
tell the student's mother. If they had
notified the mother in December,
this young child would not have
been abused in January, February,
March, April, May, June, and July.
They improperly chose to investi-
gate internally in clear violation of
the law.”

But Dennis O'Connor, the attor-
ney representing the Bedford
Central School District, defended
the district and the two staff mem-

continued on page 15
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District addresses
abuse reporting

By JOHN ROCHE

The Bedford Central School District
board of education is expected to vote
this week on a new policy regarding
child abuse reporting, a subject that
caused controversy in the district last
year when a principal and five other
educators were disciplined for how a
report of alleged sexual abuse of a
child in her home was handled.

The child abuse reporting policy has
undergone two readings at Bedford

the district under education law, which
at a minimum will consist of an annu-
al faculty meeting.

Bedford Central school board presi-
dent Brad Sacks said he believes that z a
clear policy should be in place for dis<
trict staff, and anticipates. that the:
board will vote on the proposed policy
at this week’s meeting. “It's important
that there is a definitive record of who
a mandated reporter is and exactly
what their responsibilities are should

Central school they come into con-
board  meetings, tact with informa-
with a third reading : .. ton regarding the
and probable vote The sup enntendent 1s well-being of a
expected at the : : ; child,” Mr. Sacks
e e meee directed via the policy ¢k "

ing on June 13. In
addition to consid-
ering the policy,
which was drafted
by an outside law
firm and the dis-
tricts policy com-
mittee, the board

to implement an
ongoing training
program for
‘mandated reporters.’

The draft of the
policy has two main
components, one
about the reporting
of suspected child
abuse in a domestic
setting, and one
about  reporting

also directed district

superintendent Dr. Debra Jackson to
develop administrative regulations to
accomplish the ‘intent of the policy.
The superintendent is also directed via
the policy to implement an ongoing
training program for “mandated
reporters” — namely faculty and staff
required by law to report abuse — in

abuse in an educa-
tional setting. Reporting suspected
abuse in the home is governed by
social services law, and reporting sus-
pected abuse in a school setting is gov-
erned by educational law, the draft pol-
icy explains. It also distinguishes
between the distinct requirements for

continued on page 17
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to leave district
three years early

By JOHN ROCHE

A special Bed{ord Central Board of
Education meeting on Monday last-
ed less than a minute, but its result
will have a lasting impact on the dis-
trict. '

in a quick but dramaiic 5-1 voie
on june 12, the board accepted the
resignation of superintendent of
schools Dr. Debra Jackson, although
she'll continue to

one of the seven trustees on the
board this June 30 after deciding not
to seek re-election, voted in favor of
the resolution authorizing the board
to enter “a certain agreement”
between the board of education and
Dr. Jackson, and alsd accepting her
resignation effective just over a year

from now. _
Marc Vandenhoeck cast the sole
vote opposing the

lead the district

resolution, which

s e 0 W can' discuss any ik, oo,
Citing a confi-  Jotqils other than what Marino, Barbara

dentiality clause
as part of the
agreement regard-
ing Dr. Jackson’s
resignation, nei-
ther she nor mem-
bers of the board
would discuss the
superintendent’s

the resolution states
and the statement
we released.’

— BOARD PRESIDENT BRAD SACKS

Grossman, and
Eric Karle voted
to approve.
Trustee Mark
Chernis could not
attend the meet-
ing because of a
scheduling con-
flict.

departure, includ-

ing the reason behind her resigna-
tion or why it won't take effect until
next year.

“We can't discuss any details other
than what the resolution states and
the statement we released,” said
school board president Brad Sacks,
following the brief meeting this
week at the district’s central adminis-
tration offices.

Mr. Sacks, who will step down as

A  brief, joint
statement released following the 59-

. seconds-long meeting states that Dr. .

Jackson, who began her tenure as
Bedford Central superintendent on
July 1, 2004, will resign effective
June 30, 2008, thus terminating the
last three years of a five-year contract

granted in 2006.
“While Dr. Jackson was fully pre-
pared to serve out her entire con-
continued on page 15
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. As furthcr ‘detailsYemeig

the’ separation’ uagrcc“ihem*)beh‘feen
-superintendent - Dr; - Debra #Jackson”
and ;the ‘Bedford; Central?School
D:smcu—— mcludmg ithe fact;ahat‘"'

plus "health beneflts«‘

o
B s g gt s - Yo et T T W
\'.. A b ' : \ . Coamt ol s e
: i . : - A A . ¢ E a
2 B ! ¥ - YRURRA
2, _ .y
Y eas ,..'-..-f-,(:g_»a,w,) bt ¥V L f
+ a \ A
: 13

for life - on .top. of, :
‘ another years salary .- ;-
——some; ‘¢
blasted both¥ the * Ay
and the dis'u'ic(’sboard 5

mtf@g{, and board
%mbas need

' .reponed 2 in’ % The
Record-Review "3 last
week, /submittéd her
Tesighation . on Junc

1, ahhough it wont;:_

her' departure iﬁ

the dlsmct blasted the agreement
“this week; and called on the board of
. educationto explain‘its ‘Actions to
.- parents and ‘other’ taxpayers in"the
district; who will foot thc bill for Dr.
;Jackson’s deparmre ok
“Thls isan abuse of [he {axpayers
: “money, * and’- board

members ‘need to be

. held -~ accountable,”

said. Phil Christe, a
Mount _Kisco busi-
riessman ‘and " a fre-
"quent critic of the dis-
. tricts practices. “This
isn’t. .- Monopoly

. money, and ‘the fact
-'that taxpayers in the
- district -are paying for

‘this sweetheart depar-

ture package -entitles

- taxpayers ' to. some
¢ answers as to why this

deal was struck.”
“At a meeting on

'-Monday June 11, the

'\)u @ &

23\ 2Zoo 7

- board voted to accept the mtgnauon
* of Dr. Jackson; although it won't be
“effective -until next June. Both ‘the

er, Dt«]acksony
sum’ payment. 10[3$650 é',

end of this month, compeénsating’

. for lost salary for the remaimng three '
years of a five-year contract-exten-
sion signed in 2006, as well as’bene-
fits and, credited semce for Tetire-
ment beneﬁts S

‘Although the supenntmdent and
board ..members declined -to .com-
ment due to a conﬁde;mah;y clause
in the agreement, 2 longtime critic of .

superintendent and members of the
board declined to comment on the
resignation, other than to point to a
brief joint statement issued by Dr.
Jackson and the board.

Brad Sacks, the outgoing president
of the board, and Dr. Jackson said
that due ‘to a confidentiality clause,

continued on page 13




{ai3 et 5o 3 »«ﬂw

LT 0l G v80> Emop Y 1
ye1q S1 1w13e
2Imng o, uf 10 mot.
i sured :os_vw_:_ Sur
 HREWOL uosoe[ 1 10 1DHISIP 3 ¢
&._u 1d pue’ ‘uonsod 19y uj’
© Ulewal 1,245, ey 1ea4 Suruiod Iy ut-
. ?ﬁuo%ﬁ vc« 1 5
xuoBs 03 pIeoq Y3, P :owﬁu«m .

L7 J¥ s1.01 umop s9mI0)

u2A2s w:«ﬂ«& ® 10} wzsro_s HE:BU
PIOJPE . UL SIAYIEAY. M
suosye[ ‘1q w:::v -20e1d’ j00V,
_osfe. 1VENUOd UoUi S1YDEA). MIU
‘e u& sspdoxd :oauao.woc patoenord
SV a0y Y up' Juopnis & jo’
uvdnm [Enxas jo mdoa«wuzm pauodar
JuIs moy jo wE:Emz St 1340 uonNE3d”
-] $30¢] 10INSIp AP ‘Surex? Bauwum
vc« $1531. EoEmmommn ua-; uwﬂuﬁ

v_.bssﬁuﬁo ELteRL N SIyapnIS ; SIMM

“qof 12y op 03 pafte} 3ys j1 3q E:osm
‘ bw} ou ut'il,. Pres;y |

ouﬁﬂuu

umrsss _ yr e,
moéoto@ »:cﬁw_ommmuu

3y u 51289 [ootfps Sy puE ‘S[pp

mEuSE& SE. =u>7 sy ﬂcwﬁwm:m

3

Ezo? ,wuuc E vc« Uﬂs

?o:vvm 1w uﬁEur :omx,uma 9 e )

-63 w: =u3 mw.uz %«B anof uo w2 de

R

wmns %& K1y B no

Jojoue 10} PMSIDAYL. uni. nok. 191
Tleam uap ‘Suqls 3UnpWos pIp 4o

N

:2: sEIS © S AyLe

1Y jo uusngctum sjuapudalul

“jo pieoq Iy pue.juspudtuuadns
LIY. 3
gy ‘Buorm Aquuay: os: mﬁﬁuﬁom “andsip. urewad’” 8,
PP ,,uo\.doowﬂ..o.,dmwm el | uonEugdisar. ”mcowxu«

“MeT “uonguLIour: - J

wWo1y - SWIAS

dais pnoys .»uﬁ ‘o8 ov 0 vm&uu s1q -
-IAW PIEOG: 3 onEusis
msoﬂu«?uﬂ MSQ: ‘sHouels:
ST 34y IS0PSIP 0 paedrqo
$t pieoq " Eﬁ _u_wm Smcau TN

7% 3

3y ot Ked s1akedxey PuB sao1dde

i ae | ag

.»u&ns pue yer wEqum n UE
Zs1p jooyps I joIs1aIUL Ay ur o
Aured 1R J0 15919101 A1 UL 2q JoU:
pnos yym- co:uwn: 2atsuadxa,
mcn EU«bEa Ul pRANSaL. bqu

e et ny

i R

fsel} {RBURD - -T2} OY, UOSEIX PIEATOU ! Sem .ubﬁu
t ey paute uosPEf- ICH 53_83:
: ...v.msob ' -luua) 03 pAIUEM pIeoq Y3 ySnoyire.

~m.\ ked pue 1eaf: oy Jsamnp :
-1adns 2y} 01 pieda1 M- uonesnpa.

a1, 3Y); UPMIQ UISUE. SEIE.; [[PRIYm].

: uﬁ :w:obt xuua mi moESno;

stn HEB mowy. 01 Ewﬁ mna u:&:m. )

s1210A Teyy; 128pnq- e, Woij:  Supmoo .
. K5uowm puer muusmar u—Bzm _indqe.
wEv:S 212M10UIS F|ENUIPIUOD
1dox 2q ueo Jeym adpun f[ey Jou s0p.-
EuEuuum« ST Tyl me} I Ut uucuv..:

a1 Je urewax ma-u
© se [m- se..‘uoneusd:
- suosea1 Ay} mm=um€ o}

wEE:&.u . m.:wm uumr
-stp-Any. 39 pIny
210J2131 pue ‘11 jo
1Ipa1oul ue pue. K
— :osﬁoﬁrou R

;,,«? s

13y pue Euvcﬁcc.

9. JO}. SIJPU( [EIL

Jwnajif pue -1eAf |

- Kaeyes JOF €bTS 12

pua ayrAq moLed o

P

, @8«20&.58 39 I

se [[a 58, 400T A0
“PUISIP; u% ur- 2
1 PR 03 .Ewn% £

- j0U" 10§, Euo& PNt
stp. wuuﬁo vc« 211

H hv..muOGn .uo.w uUEm




questlon pa

BY JOHN ROCHE

.- Two former 'presidents of the

. Bedford Central school board ques-
tioned the impact the buyout agree-
ment between'the current board and
- superintendent Dr. Debra Jackson —
“including ' Jump sum payment of
" $650,000.made this week, a full year
before hernés1gmuon takes effect —
will have'on ‘the school district!
_Elin Sullivan, who served on the
school board for six years starting in
. 1998,.and was board president when
Dr. Jackson -began her -tenure as
superintendent. of schools in 2004,
this week said “the deal reached
between the board and Dr. Jackson
raises -serious ‘questions regarding
the future of Bedford Central and the
financial burden on the district and
local taxpayers, calling it “a very
costly path to take.”
Another former board president,
Mark Slivka, in an e-mailed state-

"'_out

ment this week, urged the current
board of education to'go public with
the circumstances behind Dr.
Jackson’s resignation and the reasons
the board entered\ the  agreement,
which he said will cost, the district -
well over $1 amillion. B -
_Dr, Jackson ; submmed her re51gna
tion. on ]une :11, although it won't
take  effect.. untﬂ June 30, 2008.
According 1 a. 20-page Iagrecment
outlining the details of her “depar-
ture, however, Dr,.Jackson was to
receive $650,000 this week, 'com-
pensating her for lost salary for the
remaining three years of a five-year
contract extension signed in 2006, as
well as benefits and credited service
for retirement benefits. She will also
be paid $243,461 in salary for the
coming year.
The agreement was obtained by
The Record-Review through the
. contmued on page 13
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cuss what it thopes” 0 accomphsh
Lhe new president said she plzms to

f Vcducauon for five years, was elect- S
¢ ed its president this week,'and hop&s - “"But_with “controversy sw1rhng
7 t0 lead the board and the district to around the district and the board
‘new " heights ‘i :in" the  coming" year, = over.a. ‘buyout package granted in
which looks to be a challenging one. june to ‘superintendent -Dr. Debra
Wollin, “a -1975 graduate;of “Jackson, whose mid-contract resig- -
Fox vlane H1gh School,. ‘was c!ecte‘d"‘ *nation Wwill take’efféct July'1, 2008,
.along with’a search for'a new super-
‘intendent as well as upcommg nego-
ati vith \he achers union and ‘|
] onstruction throughout ..
the district, the ¢ commg school year .
¢could ‘prove tobe’one ‘of the most

challengmg penods for the dxsmct in
1us :

..

>

. Although Ms. Wollm said it’s pre-
"‘mature to' comment ~on',possibl

board goals' for - the * ¢oming- year
since the boardhas 't me
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FOIL, but a subsequent request for any
and all doctiments relating to the “cer-
tain ‘dispute” cited in the agreement as

; 1€ Rec the reason the board sought to termi-
‘uncovering'the nature of the “certain  nate Dr. Jackson earlier this year was
dispute™ that precipitated the contro- - denied. The Record-Review appealed

versial agreement between superin- that denial, which was also shot down
tendent Dr. Debra Jackson and the this week.
school-board under the state Freedom John Gross, an attorney with the

of dnformation Law (FOIL).
the board cont
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sprmg, ,Whlch wﬂ] take effect July 1,
.2008. X RO ST

[vMs. Wollm descnbed the next 10"

months -of school as uansmoual.'
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Jackson presided over
prior sex abuse case

By JOHN ROCHE

A $400,000 settlement was paid in
a case involving a fifth-grade student
sexually abused by her elementary
school teacher in 2004, while Dr.
Debra Jackson was superintendent of
the North Salem Central School
District.

Dr. Jackson, who is now superin-
tendent of the Bedford Central
School District, was named as a
defendant in the civil case that
resulted in the settlement, along
with the accused teacher, Robert
Gordon, and the principal of
Pequenakonck Elementary School
when the incident occurred, Roberta
Reiner.

The settlement was paid in March
2006, two years after the teacher
admitted to police that he inappro-
priately touched the fifth-grade girl

on Feb. 26, 2004. Mr. Gordon was
arrested by state troopers fater thu
same day, and later pleaded guiliy o
sexual abuse in the [irst degree on
Nov. 17, 2004. While Mr. Gordons
conviction and sentencing
reported in the media, the specifics
of the settlement were not.

No direct allegations, either crimy-
nal or in the civil lawsuit, were made
against Dr. Jackson, other than
charges by the victim’s famiiv in the
civil case alleging that oflicials in the
North = Salem district  and at
Pequenakonck Elementary School
failed to take proper action when
similar allegations  were  raiscd

wWere

against Mr. Gordon by other female

students in the past.
The girl, identified in court papers
as “Jane Doe” because of her age . and
continued on page 13
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By JOHN ROCHE

" Having :conducted meetmgs‘wuh :

parents, the” community, faculty, staff
~and students, the “firm leading :the
" search for a new stiperintendent for the

Bedford .Central . School - District -is

cations for

expected ‘16" present ‘specifi

possible candidates to district’s board of

education at its next meeting,.:

Over the past seven weeks, School"

Leadership LLC, the Manhattan-based
ﬁrmselectedbythe board ‘this fall to
lead the search’for a replacemen_t of

outgoing * 'superintendent. Dr. Debra ,
.jackson,hassought input from vanous -
: - munity’; mput itegarding -the 'superin-

- constituencies’ in the: distric
- the ‘parameters of ‘the superinte

search through focus gréups,* “One-on- .

one meétings, open forums Jndmdua]
questionnaires, and other measures.

‘At the board’s public meeting on Dec.
- 12,:5¢cligol Leadership’s president,  Dr. .

. xyofwhauhc ﬁnnculled from those

meetings, focus group sessions and sur-

" veys, and askthe board to adopt speci-
. fications  that wil

| drive thc remaining
phases of the Séarch.” :

- Speaking at the first focus group ses-
sion open to the community, which was

. attended by only five district residents,
. Dr. Fowler outlined the successive

* phases of the s&rch, which he expects

will result jin {a$new supenntendent

 hired before Dr. ‘jatksont reSIgnanon

takes effect mjunc 2008..
In xmd-October, 2 letter seekmg com-

tendent search was mailed to every res-

" ident of the dxstnct, along with other

letters’ going out 'to ‘staff; community
groups, and key leaders in the commu-

nity encouragmg them to take part in

Vi contmued on page 19
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