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East Ramapo may
hire Debra Jackson

By JOHN ROCHE

As the Bedford Central School
District’s search for its next superin-
tendent picks up steam, apparently so
does interest from at least one other
district in Bedford Central's current
superintendent, Dr. Debra Jackson.

Dr. Jackson, who is set to depart
from Bedford Central this June after
handing in her resignation last spring,
is one of two finalists for the superin-
tendent position in the East Ramapo
Central School District in Rockland
County. -

Although Dr. Jackson could not be
reached by press time about being
named a finalist for the Rockland’ dis-
.- tricts superintendent position this

. week, East Ramapo school board pres-
.imident:~ Nathan Rothschild said
ednesdgy that Dr. Jackson is “highly

qualified” and remains in the running
for the districts top job when the
board selects a superintendent this
week.

Mr. Rothschild said that his board
was fully aware of the circumstances
surrounding Dr. Jackson’s resignation
and buyout package, which raised the
ire of many parents and other residents
in the Bedford Central School District,
particularly because Dr. Jackson and
Bedford Central board members have
refused to discuss it, citing a confiden-
tiality clause in the agreement between
them.

“It wasn't a concern, because she
told us that she did not have to live
with the confidentiality because the
interview was in executive session, so
nothing discussed could come out of

continued on page 15
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Board says ‘move on’

By JOHN ROCHE

Two members of the Bedford
Central board of education spoke out
publicly this week on the controver-
sial settlement agreement with the
districts outgoing superintendent,
breaking the board’s virtual silence on
the accord reached in June that some
members of the community have crit-
icized as too costly and ill advised.

School board president Sus fon &
Wollin and board erﬂbm‘ia' '

Chemnis made separate statemgpts at
a board meeting Jan. 23 regat the
departure agreement reached with Dr.
Debra Jackson, whose resignation,
submitted last spring, will take effect
at the end of the current school year.
In_his first public comments
egarding the agreement, which has
pme under fire from some. parents
nd “{other. district residents, Mr.

defended the former board’s
vould yote in favor

of the deal again.

“] want to make it clear that my
silence and the silence of other board
members was more of a function of
trying to be fiscally responsible to the
district than our desire to keep infor-
mation from the public,” Mr. Chernis
said. “There is absolutely no smoking
gun that needs to be kept hidden.”

Under the agreement, which con-
tained a confidentiality clause pro-
hibiting the board and the superin-
tendent from discussing the specifics

.-of the.deal or the reasons behind it,

Dr. Jackson received a $650,000 lump
sum payment compensating her for
lost salary for the remaining three
years of a five-year contract extension
signed in 2006, as well as benefits and
credited service for retirement bene-
fits. The deal also provides medical
and dental coverage for the 52-year-
old Dr. Jackson and her family for

continued on page 14
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Jackson is a finalist
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By JOHN ROCHE

Outgoing Bedford Central schools
superintendent Dr. Debra Jackson
did not land the top job in the East
Ramapo Central School District this
week, but said this week that she
remains in the running for superin-
tendent positions in other districts.

" Dr. Jacksori, who is set to leave

Bedford Central in June as part of a
controversial departure agreement
reached last spring with the board,
was one of two finalists for the
superintendent position in FEast
Ramapo. On Tuesday, that district’s
board announced its selection of Ira
Oustatcher for the job, which he'll
begin on April 1.

*Wlule Dr. Jackson said she was
appginted in not being named the
perintendent in East Ramapo, she
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disclosed this week that she is a
finalist as chief administrator in
other school districts.

“I am a finalist for other positions,
but at this time, those districts have
not made that public, so 1 can’t dis-
cuss the specifics,” Dr. Jackson said.
“The boards involved have asked me
to keep the status of their searches
confidential, so 1 will do so until
they make the finalists public, or
reach a decision and announce that.”

News that Dr. Jackson is being
wooed by other school districts
irked 2 number of residents of the
Bedford Central district, who this
past week reiterated their criticism
of the previous board’s pact with Dr.
Jackson that resulted in her mid-
contract resignation effective this

continued on page 15




Jackson’s job search

continued from page 1

spring, and included a $650,000

lump sum buyout plus health bene-

fits for life. :

Several critics, including former
Bedford Central school board presi-
dent Mark Slivka, said the board
made a costly mistake with taxpayer

| money in formulating the buyout
- last spring, and questioned why the
search efforts by East Ramapo’s
school board - into Dr. Jackson’s job
performance at Bedford Central
“failed to turn up issues of concern
from a situation that will eventually
cost the Bedford Central School
District over $1 million.”

Dr. Jackson submitted her resigna-
tion on June 11, although it won't
take effect until this coming June 30.
According to a 20-page agreement
outlining some of the details of her
departure, Dr. Jackson received
$650,000, compensating her for lost
salary for the remaining three years
of a five-year contract extension
signed in 2006, as well as benefits
and credited service for retirement
benefits.

The deal also provides medical
and dental coverage for the 52-year-
old Dr. Jackson and her family for
life. She is also being paid $243,461
in salary for the current school year.

According to the agreement, Dr.
Jackson’s resignation stemmed from
“a certain dispute {which] has arisen
between the superintendent and the
board of education with regard to
the superintendent’s performance of
her duties.”

This week, Bedford Central school
board president Susan Elion Wollin
said she and the board wish nothing
but the best for Dr. Jackson in her
future endeavors, and stressed that
the search for her replacement con-
tinues. “We are sorry for Dr. Jackson
but respect East Ramapo’s decision,”
Ms. Wollin said. “We fully expected
that Dr. Jackson would seek other
employment. Once again, while we
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appreciate the frustration of the
community in this regard, we con-
tinue to believe at this time that we
are bound by the confidentiality
clause.”

Ms. Wollin said that the settle-
ment agreement and the brief press
release issued by the board when the
agreement was made public seven
months ago “speak to these issues.”

East Ramapo school board presi-
dent Nathan Rothschild said
Tuesday that his board chose Mr.
Oustatcher because of his familiarity
with Rockland County, having
served as a high school principal in
nearby Nyack and as chairman of the
Rockland County legislature’s board
of ethics, among other ties with the
district and the county.

“It was a very difficult decision,
because both finalists are extremely
qualified, experienced educators,
and each would have made an excel-
lent superintendent for our district,”
Mr. Rothschild said. “We selected Ira
Oustatcher because we felt he had a
slight edge over Dr. Jackson because
of his close connections and famil-
iarity with our district and with
Rockland.”

Asked if the controversy around
Dr. Jackson’s resignation and buyout
agreement played any role in his
board’s decision, Mr. Rothschild
said, “Absolutely not. Dr. Jackson
was a viable candidate right up to
the end, and we believe that she
would make an excellent choice as
superintendent here or in any dis-
trict, for that matter.”

Dr. Jackson said she believes that
Mr. Oustatcher will do an excellent
job as superintendent, and said she
is grateful fot being considered for
the position. “I really enjoyed work-
ing with the East Ramapo board and
the community,” she said. “East
Ramapo has great students, great
faculty, great staff and a very
involved and supportive board and
community, so I think the district
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salary for the remaining three years
of a five-year contract extension
signed in 2006, as well as benefits
and credited service for retirement
benefits.

The deal also provides medical
and dental coverage for the 52-year-
old Dr. Jackson and her family for
life. She is also being paid $243,461
in salary for the current school year.

According to the agreement, Dr.
Jackson’s resignation stemmed from
“a certain dispute [which] has arisen
between the superintendent and the
board of education with regard to
the superintendent’s performance of
her duties.”

This week, Bedford Central school
board president Susan Elion Wollin
said she and the board wish nothing
but the best for Dr. Jackson in her
future endeavors, and stressed that
the search for her replacement con-
tinues. “We are sorry for Dr. Jackson
but respect East Ramapo’s decision,”
Ms. Wollin said. “We fully expected
that Dr. Jackson would seek other
employment. Once again, while we
might wish to comment further on
the settlement agreement and we
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$650,000, compensating her for lost

WoasER very idifficult decision,
¢ both finalists are extremely
quialified, “experienced educators,
and each would have made an excel-
lent superintendent for our district,”
Mr. Rothschild said. “We selected Ira
Qustatcher because we felt he had a
slight edge over Dr. Jackson because
of his close connections and famil-
iarity with our district and with
Rockland.”

Asked if the controversy around
Dr. Jackson’s resignation and buyout
agreement played any role in his
board’s decision, Mr. Rothschild
said, “Absolutely not. Dr. Jackson
was a viable candidate right up to
the end, and we believe that she
would make an excellent choice as
superintendent here or in any dis-
trict, for that matter.”

Dr. Jackson said she believes that
Mr. Oustatcher will do an excellent
job as superintendent, and said she
is grateful for being considered for
the position. “I really enjoyed work-
ing with the East Ramapo board and
the community,” she said. “East
Ramapd has great students, great
faculty, great staff and a very
involved and supportive board and
community, so 1 think the district
has great potential and will see even
more success under Ira Oustatcher.”
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After $1M deal,
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Debra Jackson

lands new post

By JOHN ROCHE

As the search for a new superin-
tendent for the Bedford Central
School District enters another phase,
outgoing superintendent Dr. Debra
Jackson has landed the top job at the
Highland Falls-Fort Montgomery
Central School District.

Dr. jackson, whose resignation
from Bedford Central takes effect
this June, will begin serving as super-
intendent of the Highland Falls-Fort
Montgomery School District in July.

She was hired Feb. 7 by the school
district, which consists of two ele-
mentary schools, a middle school
and a high school, serving students
from the communities of Highland
Falls, Fort Montgomery and West
Pointin Orange County,and Garrison
in Putnam County.

“As T've said before, this is cer-
tainly a wonderful community here
in Bedford with outstanding staff,

concerned and involved parents, and
eager and dedicated students, so it’s
a mix of emotions I'm feeling as the
time approaches to move on,” Dr.
Jackson said. “T'll miss the many tal-
ented individuals'I've had the plea-
sure of working with here in Bedford
Central, but 1 am also excited about
the opportunity ahead of me as
superintendent of the Highland
Falls-Fort Montgomery district.”

Dr. Jackson said one of the things
that drew her to apply for the posi-
tion at the district is its relationship
with the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point. “There is tremendous
opportunity there to not only work
with strong administrators and staff
in the school district but to make
connections with West Point, which
is adding a preparatory school and
seeks to build a stronger and expand-
ed educational connection between

continued on page 13
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Details of Debra Jackson’s
new contract are revealed

New York State Freedom of

By JOHN ROCHE

As the Bedford Central School
District this week announced the
semi-finalists in its superintendent
search, details emerged regarding Dr.
Debra Jackson’s hiring to head the
Highland Falls-Fort Montgomery
Central School District.

Dr. Jackson, whose resignation
from Bedford Central takes effect
this june, was hired Feb. 7 by the
Highland Falls-Fort Montgomery
school district, which consists of two
elementary schools, a middle school
and a high school, serving students
from the communities of Highland
Falls, Fort Montgomery and West
Point in Orange County, and Garrison
in Putnam County.

According to Dr. Jackson’s new
contract, which was obtained this
week by The Record-Review via the

Information Law (FOIL), she will be

paid $160,000 for the first year of a

three-year contract.

Dr. Jackson’s salary from July 1,
2009, to June 30, 2011, will be deter-
mined annually by the Highland
Falls-Fort Montgomery school board
based on an evalhation of her perfor-
mance as superintendent. Her salary
cannot be reduced from the previous
year's pay rate, according to the
10-page contract.

The board must notify Dr. Jackson
on or before June 30, 2009, whether
the district intends to extend her
employment an additional two years
or allow her contract to expire in
2011, according to the contract. For
each subsequent year, the board must
notify Dr. Jackson if she’ll be retained

continued on page 15
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. cutting $558,000 from what was ini-

tially proposed “rather, han agree to
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continued from page 1 _
what | know today about:how some
people in the community feel about
it, 1 think the ‘separation with Dr.
Jackson was' what was best for the
district, and the settlement reached
was the most cost-effective way to
make that separation possible.”

Citing a confidentiality clause in
the agreement reached with Dr. Jack-
son, the superintendent and board
members have repeatedly declined to
comment specifically on what led to
her resignation last spring, which will
take effect at the end of this month.

Dr. Jackson was hired earlier this
spring as superintendent of the High-
land Falls-Fort Montgomery Central
School District, and is slated to be-
gin that job this summer. Last week,
Bedford Central hired a new superin-
tendent, Dr. Jere Hochman, who will
take the reins of the district on July
1.

In the wake. of voters shooting

down the budget last month, and at
times throughout the past year, the
board has acknowledged the com-
munity’s frustration with the fact that
Dr. Jackson was paid a considerable
settlement without the reason behind
it being made public. But last week
Ms. Grossman and Ms. Wollin point-
ed out that given Dr. Jackson’s con-
tract and education laws, the board
would likely not have been able o0
discuss the reason behind the su-
perintendent’s resignation whether a
settlement was reached or not.

“Regardless of how we came 10
closure with the outgoing superin-
tendent, stipulations in her contract
and restrictions within education law
would have precluded us from speak-
ing about the specifics,” Ms. Wollin
said. “I still believe that the board,
acted in the best interest of the dis-
trict, although we've clearly heard
the community’s displeasure with the
way things took shape.”

YV e\ R S/ o WA Vs W B N s vy

In an effort to boost community in-
volvement in the district, Ms. Wollin
said the board will implement an ad-
visory committee composed of par-
ents and other residents of the dis-
trict. “We want to tap into the ideas,
opinions and suggestions as well as
the unique talents, experience and
expertise of individuals in our com-
munily to improve the district and
how it operates this coming year and
for the future,” said Ms. Wollin. “1t's
easier to point out what may have
been done wrong in the past than to
come up with real solutions, which
is always our goal. We want to have
holistic conversations and ongoing
communication with the communi-,
ty about the annual budget‘proce

about our district’s hﬂﬁﬂmoa

d hd

. N P 15 ,n -
ues and achievements, abou émm.

tract negotiations with our ‘teachers

. - £
ics and issues, and an advisoryic

and other staff and many U.&% 3 Wo_m. :
i
mittee along with the leadership of

— -y -

our new superintendent should be
positive steps toward those goals for
short-term and long-term planning.”

The board will also introduce other
measures, such as establishing an on-
going performance appraisal process
for the superintendent and other
administrators and holding develop-
ment workshops for the board with
Dr. Hochman, to improve the level ol
governance throughout the district,
the board president said.

As for the proposed budget, board
members said they believe voters will
be considering a spending plan a¢ the
polls on Tuesday that is both respon-
sible and responsive to the district
and tataxpayers.
he reasonl we did not make more
initial budget and the-one

érysiclear!-about
Cherritsthe «chair:of




Jackson passes baton
to her successor

By JOHN ROCHE

Bedford Central School District’s
outgoing superintendent Dr. Debra
Jackson voiced confidence in her
successor last week, saying Dr. Jere
Hochman’ track record throughout
his 30 years in education make him
well suited to lead the district.

“I've known Jere Hochman since |
first became superintendent-at-Bed-
ford Central, and I respect his com-
mitment to education and his vision
and leadership as an educator,” Dr.
Jackson said. “1 think he's an excel-
lent choice to lead the district, and 1
believe he'll build tremendously on
_the successes of Bedford Central.”

* Dr. Jackson, whose last day at
fwB@(}fqt%;gent;alvis June 30, said Dr.
“Hochman has a solid reputation as a

visionary leader who entphasizes ed-

ucational excellence. “Jere Hochman
brings with him a proven record of

bringing people in a school commu-
nity together for the common goal of
providing the best education for stu-
dents, and 1 expect he'll do a fantastic
job as superintendent here,” said Dr.
Jackson.

Dr. Hochman, 56, currently serves
as superintendent of the Amherst-
Pelham Regional Schools, which
educates over 4,000 students in five
elementary schools, a middle school
and a high school in western Massa-
chusetts. He is set to begin as Bedford
Central’s superintendent on July 1.

Following a seven-month search,
Dr. Hochman was tapped from a pool
of six semifinalists after the board
whittled down possible candidates
from 49 educators who applied for

Bedford Central’s top administrative

spot.
Dr. Jackson, who was on vacation
continued on page 38




> Hochman to take

school district helm

continued from page 1

when her successor was formally in-
troduced to the Bedford Central com-
munity earlier this month, .said she
will do all she can to ensure a smooth
transition for Dr. Hochman and the
district. “Uook forward to speaking to
jere Hochman about his goals, plans
and vision for the district, and would
certainly help him and the district in
any way 1 can to make the coming
months a seamless transition,” Dr.
Jackson said.

Dr. Hochman will take the helm of
Bedford Central at a challenging time,
now that the district will operate on
a contingency budget since voters
shot down a scaled-down budget this
week, as well as other repercussions in
the district and community stemming

from how the separation agreement |

with his predecessor was handled.
Dr. Jackson submitted her resigna-
tion last spring because of a dispute
with the Bedford Central school
board at the 1ime. Although she was
given a $650,000 payout and medi-
cal benefits for life, the exact nature

of the dispute was_not publicly dis-
closed due to a confidentiality clause
in a controversial separation agree-
ment reached between the district
and Dr. Jackson.

Starting as superintendent of Bed-
ford Central in 2004, Dr. Jackson was
given a five-year contract extension
signed in 2006. Next month she will
begin serving as superintendent of
the Highland Falls-Fort Montgomery
School District, which consists of two
elementary schools, a middle school
and a high school, serving students
from the communities of Highland
Falls, Fort Montgomery and West
Point in Orange County, and Garri-
son in Putnam County.

Dr. Hochman, who this month was
given a three-year contract to lead
Bedford Central at a starting annual
salary of $245,000, said he plans
to establish a more open dialogue
within the district and with the com-
munity, as well as stressing absolute
transparency, focusing on process
and fostering a collaborative spirit to
boost the district.




Dear Dr. Debra
Jackson: Please
don’t show up

T‘Vn¢. z 7

By JOHN ROCHE

There will be plenty of pomp and
circumstance today at Fox Lane’s high
school graduation and middle school
moving-up ceremony, but there won't
be any remarks by Bedlord Central
School District’s outgoing superin-
tendent Dr. Debra Jackson.

Dr. Jackson, whose resignation un-
der a controversial agreement with
the district’s board of education takes
effect on June 30, was directed in
writing this week not to attend either
commencement ceremony.

“I'm disappointed by the board’s
decision and their request that 1 not
attend the high school and middle
school graduations, since I was look-
ing forward to personally congratu-
lating the students on their achieve-
ments and wishing: them the best
as they move forward,” Dr. Jackson
said. “Although T'll certainly comply
with the board’s decision, I want the
graduates and their families to know

oS F
that I would never choose not to be
there to support them.”

Dr. Jackson, who will depart the
district at month’s end after serving
as superintendent since July 2004,
had planned to address graduates at
the Fox Lane Middle School moving-
up ceremony on Thursday, June 26,
and the high school’s commencement
on Friday, June 27.

She said she was initially asked by
the board to make her remarks at the
ceremonies shorter than in previous

. years, and was then directed by letter

from the board on Friday not to at-
tend either graduation at all.

School board president Susan Elion
Wollin said the board felt it prudent
that Dr. Jackson refrain from taking
part in the middle school’s moving-
up ceremony and the high school’s
graduation.

“The board of education takes
great pride in the achievements of

continued on page 38
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to the Internet

By JOHN ROCHE

The creator of a new Web site to
foster discussion — and action — by
Bedford residents on community is-
sues is leading by example.

Camillo Santomero, who launched
and operates BedfordTownMeeting.
com and served on the Bedford Cen-
tral school board in the 1990s, said
he’s demonstrating his commitment
to action through his ongoing at-
tempt to find out what’s behind the
controversial, confidential separa-
tion agreement between the Bedford
school board and the district’s former
superintendent, Dr. Debra Jackson.

“I created BedfordTownMeeting.
com as a fact-based, online forum to
promote the open exchange of ideas
about what is atfecting our town,” said
Mr. Santomero, a resident of Bedford.
“But personally, 1 feel while there is
certainly a time and place for discus-
sion, there are also times, issues and
situations that call for action. And the

district’s handling of the Dr. Jackson
settlement using taxpayers’ moncy is
something I'm wnllmg to act on, and

follow through with.”

Just as The Record-Review and
The Journal News did last year, Mr.
Santomero requested, under the New
York State Freedom of Information
Law (FOIL), all documents {rom the
Bedford Central School District re-
garding the separation agreement and
buyout package reached between Dr.
Jackson and the school board in june
2007.

Dr. Jackson submitted her resigna-
tion last spring, although it did not
take effect until last month. Accord-
ing to a 20-page agreement outlining
some of the details of her departuie,
Dr. Jackson received $650,000, com-
pensating her for lost salary for the
remaining three years ol a live-year
contract extension signed in 2006, as
well as benefits and credited service

continued on page 15




© L e 1 99s
01 MY pAy1 suondaup reym pue ‘n
Jo jumy sdoad yeym 1eay o1 a1 p1,,
PrES Ay’ ‘unwwod sy jo spaau
241 193w pue ssodind si1 2a13s 191339
PINod 31s 3y31 Moy 01 se suonsafdns 01
uado w,],, "jasn aus ayy uo }oeqpas)
SIWOd[am Y ples o1awolues 1N
« 781 apraoad ues j1 aoe(d 1on1aq
¥ PI0Jp3d fewt [im n sjunp | pue
51X uptp ey Bumiswos sjeyy
‘uoturdo 1191 ssaadxa 03 suoue 10j
WINIoJ S SIAIIS OS[e )1 pue ‘Jeurio]
2a123(qo ‘uesnired-uou e uy 1sa19)U1
jo sa1doy uo uoneurrojuy 10} 01 03 01
Anunwuwod 1o jo swapisa1 10y uon
~EJ0] [EIIU3D 1UI[[IX3 UE SB 11 935 |,
'PIES IE[[EA I 'STUIPISAI UMO] 10]
aoe[d Suneaw aunuo ue se 2a13s 0
SJEY) pue ‘Op 03 11 papualul ofjrwe)
Teym Zu10p S A1 GIAY 31 Uy |,
‘Um0l 3y
ut proa e 3uyy st wod Sunaapumoy
-pPlojpag sa2a31[3q 3y pies ‘s1adpnq
1ooyas pasodoad ay 1sureSe Suidqqo;
ur orduiolues I pautofl oym ‘re|
“[eA 11005 1udpisa a3e(Ip projpag
.'S1o8] U0
P3SEQ SUOISIOIP PIULICUI UMO I1aY)
A1enuIo] [ 3jdoad ‘uoneutrojur 0y
SS30J8 UIAIZ pue ‘SUOISIDIP PIuLIOju
ew 01 3idoad 10§ wrenodur s31 ey
‘19A9M0Y 2A31]2q Op | 2104 01 MOY 10
108 01 MOy “YuIy3 03 M0Y ‘0p 01 teym
31doad [[21 01 1uem uop |, ‘pres 3y
«'3q Aew ansst oy 1249%EYM ‘SUOISID
-9p pauLlojul xew pue uoneuLIojul -
eyl MAA ued A Tey) 0s SyuIPpISal
UMmo] 01 N0 UONRWLIOJUT djqejteAe 4]
-onqnd yonuw se 128 01 st jeos 3y,
“uod
"unsaumoj p1ojpag uo sadueyox?
a1y ur sedpnred |m preoq pue
PLISIp [00Yds 3ys sadoy [[us 3y Ing
‘ples oldwoIUES IN ‘uonelaul sty
Paul[d3p pieoq Iy 1S G Yl o
)

QM 2

150d 01 53304 21 210§2q 128pnq pasod
-oid 11y1 uo apnIe ue nwuqgns o3
P1e0q [00YdS p10jpag 3y} Jo s1aquaw
pataul 3y 1eyl 10ej Iy 01 pautod
9H "uousod tenonied {ue sredoape
‘PInoys 10 ‘st wod unIdNprojpag
1EY1 2A21[3q LUSIOP I ‘SINSSI [EDO]
Auew 1noqe Aj8uons sj23) 4|reuosiad
34 y3noyie pres orawolues 1IN
. UM0) Ino 01
1ueAd[al pue jueniodwnt se 33s sjuIp
-1531 Jeym moqe suorurdo pue seapi
‘uoneusojut 10} wnioj uado ue syey)

pue ‘2q 0131 papuajut | 1eym dWI0d2q

31 335 01 N1 p,] ‘sjoued pue suoissiw
-W0d SPpI0jpag pUE pieoq Umol Iy
Suipniour 1usuuIA08 umol 03 Bune)
-31 uoneuuojul paseq-10e} 2Jueyoxa
0111 3sn [[in 3jdoad reys adoy pnom
I ‘uonednps jo pieoq a1 pue PLISIP
[o0yds Y1 01 Funeda1 suIIdU0d Sem
wod 3unNPDWUMO] P1Ojpag JO Sisauad
21 3[IYMm., PIes 3y , ‘Tuauuiaaog jo
S[243] SNOLIEA 311 pPUB UMO] Y] JO SED
-1€ [[& apn[dul 0} 11s Y1 JO Yoeal1 3
puaIx2 01 pue uapeoiq adods su1 23
01 M| Ajurenad pJ, moi8 wod Sur
“193NUMO] PIOJPIg 335 01 1| SSI[3Y)
-9UOU pINoM Y ples 0IdWOolueS I
‘uoneyuawa|dun pue udisap 211 qap
ul 3owmou e se Jasury Suquosaq

- W1e13 sTeY "SaA1asWRY) yoeq
papuodsai aa £oy1 uay1 pue ‘sasuods
-21 Auew uanod aa Loy ‘sased suwos
uy, "pres ay ' ‘asuodsar awos 138 uap
pue ‘uotuido 11211 31€35 U pue uon

-BULIOJut Uled 03 WINnIoj e s 21241 Jey;
pa1ax2 sn{ are ajdoay, -orwolueg
TN 01 Surpiodoe ‘aanisod uaaq sey
Lunwwod oy woij asuodsaz ay
«'9q 03 Jwed wod JunPW
-Umo] pIojpag Moy sem A[[ea1 1ey],,
‘ples orwolues I ‘aaey 1ySmwu
Ay suonsanb asres 01 10 suoruido
PUe s1y3noyy 113y3 a1eys 01 SE []9Mm SB
UONEULIOJUI [enIde} ‘3leindde 193 03
03 pnood 31doad a1aym Jutod pazijen
-U30 B SB-[[2M SE ‘UONeNSIUWpPE puE
pIe0q [00Y5s s1o1sIp Y3 o wed )
uo Aduaredsuen 131218 10§ paau o
mes A[fear | ‘ssavoid 128pnq [ooyos
sieak sup 1e Jupjoo sem | sy,
1834 01 1294 dn umeip s1128pnq
jooyos a3 Lem i wr saBueyd one

--WRISAS SE [[am Se 1ILISIP [00YydSs A
. ut A>uaredsuen 121183 103 P311e2 pue

Aunwmod 3y s199j5e AjpaneSou sa
-Xe1 [00Yds Juisearour £[Ipea)s jo wiay
-ted & ey paureiutew aaey 398png
34l JO SONUY I13YI0 pue o1wWoIues
TN unf wr uteBe pue Lew-pru w
32U0 ‘01 PIp S1210A Yo1ym ‘128png
6007-8007 pasodoxd spomsip ay jo
1e3J3p 10§ pauSredures £pyqnd a3y
WIS [00YdS
[enua) piojpag ay1 ut Adouaredsuen
JO YJ¥| snouds e udadq sey IA3NRq
SI3YI0 PUE 3y 1BYym SE [[2M SE ‘anssi
uosyoe( I(q Y1 Fulajoaut suonde pue
1aw3pnf spreoq ay) Inoqe su1aduod
S1Y JO 3sned3q WO FUNIAWUMO] P10}
-Pag P2)e3Id 3 Ples O1IWOIUES 1N

O¥AWOLINVS OTTINVY) —

asuodsai wos 123 uayj pup
‘uoruido 112y 2303 Uy} pup uoypuLiofur uips
07 wn.of v's1 242y1 Y] paydxa snf 24p 21doay,

« e Lewt 11 110332 10 Kduow ‘wm
yonw 1aa3moy sy ansind 03 Suim
w] pue ‘yuenodwt siosnp yunp |
nq ‘[eLesioape 3q o1 Suidn 1o0u ui]
ST SE Yons uoneniis & ul DLISIp
{00Y2s ® 10} [enuassa st A>uaiedsuen
1B 193] s1ay10 pue | pue ‘pausddey
Teym mowy 03 1q3u ay1 daey siafed
-X¥} SE am ey 2A3113q L[Suons 1om
-SIp 343 JO siuapisa1 12y10 uew pue
1 2sN822q ‘1M | “uonde 1ayuny e
'2q pa9u J1 pue ‘[etusp e [eadde m |
"IpEW 34,1 159nbax 7104 3y Yim ased
21 3q LUOM Jey], 'pIes oldwojueg
TN S1PYungy Lue pansind judrom
A3y ‘pa1uap ram JuswIAIS UOSHIE[
1 Y1 noqe sisanbar 1104 snotaaxd
IS0} UIYM ‘UOSEIL 19AITRYM -10,],

‘[eadde pue
15anbal IO  sMa1a9y-p1oday YL
Buifuap ur reak se] uaard suo e}
Ol Ie[luiis  are 1sanbal sorowolueg
"IN JO Te1udp 10§ siseq siyl ,-uomed
-] WwedyuSIs 03 1LSIp 23 a(qns
APy 150w, pue a4ojdwa owstp
e se s1y3u Lenuapyuod suosyoe[
IJ AE[Ol pnom i ey spunaid
Uo ‘PSP 2y1 £q }o9m 1se| patusp
sem 1sanbar 1104 sorwoINEg T

‘a1nuredap 19y 01 paf 1y
amdsip a1 ssnosip 01 pasnjar Jney
PIEOq [00YdS Y3 JO siaquaw pue
uosye( 1 ‘yuaw1Te 31 ur Isnepd
Anenuapyuod e Sunry ,ssnnp 1y
Jo duruniopad syuspudnuuadns ap
01 predar yim uonesnps jo pieoq
9 pue JuapuuLadns Y1 uImIaq
uasue sey (yoiym) Jindsip ureuad e,
wolj pawwals uoneudisar suosyef
1q “Yudwaaade a3 01 SBuipiosoy
. "1eak 00YDS 0-2007 2y 10
Arepes ul 194'cHz$ pred sem ays pue
‘3J1] 10§ A[ure} 19y pue uosE[ 1( 10j
9312400 [e1u3p pue [eorpow sapracad
OS[E [E3P Y "SIJ3Udq JUIWINII 10}
I uwcA wouf panutjuos

0] ISED I13Y[) IB] SINLID 1ILISI(]

Y aNw Y

R T e i




o yemotr Z/

Lawsuit see

202 <4 :

ks answers

to Debra Jackson deal

By JOHN ROCHE

When it comes td finding out pre-
cisely what led to the departure of Dr.
Debra Jackson as superintendent of
the Bedford Central School District,
an action saddled with a costly and
controversial buyout package, one
district resident won’t take no for an
answer.

Camillo Santomero, a former school
board member, recently launched le-
gal action against Bedford Central,
filing an Article 78 proceeding to ap-
peal the district’s refusal to provide all
documents pertaining to a “certain
dispute” that occurred at some point
in 2007 between Dr. Jackson and the
Bedford Central school board.

The district has yet to receive Mr.
Santomero’s petition, according to
Bedford Centrals new superinten-
dent, Dr. Jere Hochman. “We have not

received any notification on this fil-
ing, so | cant comment on something
I haven't seen or read,” Dr. Hochman

. said. “If such a filing has occurred, we

will certainly cooperate with the court
to ensure that a fair judgment can be
determined.”

That dispute led to a written agree-
ment between the board and Dr. Jack-
son, resulting in her resignation, along
with a buyout package that included a
lump sum payment of $650,000 and
medical benefits for her and her fam-
ily for life.

Mr. Santomero declined to com-
ment on the lawsuit on Wednesday,
citing the advice of his attorney, Rob-
ert Sternbach. But this summer, even
after Dr. Jackson’s resignation took ef-
fect in June, Mr. Santomero vowed to
pursue public disclosure of the docu-

continued on page 18
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