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Superintendent
gets pay hike,

extension

By SAM MARX

On Monday, july 10, the Bedford
Central school district board of edu-
cation and administration met for
their first meeting of the 2006-07
school year.

District superintendent Dr. Debra
Jackson received a vote of confi-
dence from the new board, with a
contract extension to June 30, 2011.
This included a three-year extension
on her contract, which already had
two years remaining. Her new salary
for 2006-07 will be $234,386.

“I think it's very exciting,” said
board president Brad Sacks. “Its a
confirmation of the board’s confi-
dence in Dr. Jackson and her leader-
ship, and what she’s brought to this
district over the years.”

“Not only is this our confidence in
our superintendent, but its the con-
fidence in the whole community that
came together two yéars ago to pick
Dr. Jackson,” said board vice presi-
dent Susan Elion Wollin.

Other key issues discussed includ-
ed the ongoing repairs to facilities
within the district and formation of
board committees. Ms. Wollin and
Barbara Grossman, both re-elected
board members, were sworn into
office, and board member Brad Sacks
was voted president of the board.
Ms. Wollin was named vice president
of the board.

Dr. Jackson said the commons area
in the high school should be finished
by the fall, and windows were

continued on page 15




_éfakeup at

Bediord Hills

Elementary, .

By SAM MARX, RJ. MARX
AND CAROLINE C. SHERWIN
The -principal of Bedford Hills

Elementary School was put on paid
administrative leave, the district
announced this week. Victoria
Graboski was immediately replaced
by Fred Merz, former part-time prin-
cipal at Bedford Village Elementary
School. The decision to replace Ms.
Graboski comes as a result of an
investigation into the failure by the
principal to report alleged sexual
abuse of a student.

“We've assigned the principal of
Bedlord Hills Elementary School an
immediate leave of absence,” said
school superintendent Dr. Debra
Jackson on Tuesday. “It’s a personnel
issue, and I'm bound by confiden-
tiality and therefore limited in what I
can share with the public. I will
make every effort to provide the
community with updates.”

In addition, the board of education
rescinded the tenure and extended
the probationary periods of two
teachers at the school. Jennifer
Conte, an ESL teacher, and Regina
Smith, an elementary consulting
teacher, had been awarded tenure,
which was to have gone into elfect
today, Sept. 1. Board president Brad

" Sacks said that both Ms. Conte and
Ms. Smith have been placed on paid

Fn
&

7»\
R

administrative leave and thelr proba—
tionary period extended -until Oct.
31.

The decisions are a result of an
executive ‘session discussion on
Monday night, said Dr. Jackson.
“Right now we’re very concerned
about a series of events that have
occurred,” she said.

“Last week information of a seri-
ous nature came to the attention of
the district leadership and board of
education,” said Mr. Sacks, reading a
statement at Wednesdays board of

" education meeting. “On advice of

the district’s legal counsel, we are
unable to discuss the persons
involved in this situation. However,
we can indicate that certain allega-
tions of a failure to report the sus-
pected abuse of a child to appropri-
ate authorities are being investigat-
ed. The personnel involved have
been placed on administrative leave.
The district will continue its active
investigation of this mauter.”

The district did not indicate if
other employees may be included in
this investigation.

The Bedford police are worklng
with the Westchester County district
attorney’s sex crimes division and
several law enforcement agencies,
including state, local, and federal, in

continued on page 13
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continued from page 1

a search for a 27-year-old Bedford
Hills man, Cesar Joel Sagustume-
Morales, wanted on charges of
sexual conduct against a 9-year-old
child. Lt. Robert Mazurak of the
Bedford Police Department said he
could not confirm or deny that
police had conducted conversa-
tions with the principal regarding
the investigation last week.
“Bedford police continue to inves-
tigate the Cesar Joel Sagustume-
Morales incident. We continue to
look for Mr. Sagustume-Morales as
our main suspect, and we are work-
ing closely with the Westchester
County D.A’s office to resolve this
matter. ‘

“This is basically part of a wide-
ranging investigation," said Lucien
Chalfen, spokesman for
Westchester  County  District
Attorney Janet DiFiore’s office.

“People have asked me to talk
about who we've interviewed,” said
Lt. Mazurak. “I'm not going to
comment on who we've spoken
with regarding the incident on

_Aug. 17. The reason is that it’s an
open investigation. There's more to
come. All of our energy here is

“focused on trying to find our sus-
pect. Thats where we're putting
our main emphasis.”

Mr. Morales is wanted on the
charge of sexual conduct against a
child in the first degree, a class B
. felony, following a report to police
on Thursday, Aug. 17, by family
~ members of the child, a 9-year-old

' girl.

IBedford Police] Chief [Chris]
Aenzel and the authorities,” said
gJackson last week. “We are in
tant communication. We are
whatever we can do to help

ransition plan

“We are cooperating fully with
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Principal, teachers, are put on leave

Victoria Graboski

four years in a variety of positions
in New York and Connecticut.

“1 support the kids coming back
to school,” said Dr. Jackson follow-
ing Wednesday's board meeting.

“We're going to have a great «

ing, and we have great tea
who are going to provide a
éducation for Bedford

Elementary School.” '

‘ lis point in time, may
having feelings of guilt-abo
of the uproar and the dismissal
have occurred due toher,” sa
Silverman. “Is she being prepa
re-enter our school or anotlt
. A
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longer works at the school, and
referred calls requesting to speak to
Ms. Graboski' to the superinten-
dent’s office.

Ms. Graboski, reached at home,
also said that she had been’
instructed to refer all calls to the
superintendent’s office.

In 2004, Victoria H. Graboski
was. named as the new principal of
Bedford Hills Elementary School.
She was previously employed for
16 years as a learning specialist and
special class teacher at West Patent
Elementary School before teaching
at Bedford Hills Elementary
School.

Ms. Graboski received her bache-
lor’s degree in elementary and spe-
cial education from Wheelock
College in Boston, a master’s degree
in special education from the
College of New Rochelle, and a sec-
ond master’s degree in educational
administration from Pace
University. She holds New York
State permanent certification in
special education, elementary edu-
cation, and school district adminis-
tration and supervision as well as
New York State permanent certifi-
cation in school administration and
supervision. Her position as ele-

~ mentary principal was for a three-

year probationary period beginning
July 1, 2004, to June 30, 2007,
which started at an annual salary of
$120,000 for the 2004-05 school
year.

“We've made the first step to hire |
Fred Merz, who's:a retired elemen-
tary school principal who served as
principal at Bedford Village
Elementary School last spring,”
said Dr. Jackson this week. “He'll
be meeting with us at the building
tomorrow. We'’re in the process of
developing a transition plan.”

Mr. Merz, along with serving as
interim principal in Bedford
Village, was principal of a grade
three to six elementary school in
Millbrook. Mr. Merz earned his
B.A. at SUNY Cortlandt and his
M.A. at the University of
Bridgeport. He began his career as a
physical education teacher in the
Greene Central School District and




Principal ignored

warnings,

By CAROLINE C. SHERWIN
& RJ. MARX .

Bedford police arrested Bedford
Hills Elementary School principal
Victoria Graboski on the morning of
Friday, Sept. 1. Ms. Graboski was
charged with failure to report a sus-
pected case of child abuse/maltreat-
ment, a violation of Social Services
Law. According to the misdemeanor
complaint against Ms. Graboski, on
or about Dec. 21, 2005, the principal
is alleged to have received informa-
tion from a parent of a student at the
elementary school of suspected child
abuse.

“At the time the investigation was
initiated, Ms. Graboski was the prin-
cipal of the elementary school,” said
Lt. Ed Collins of the Bedford police.
“An allegation of a failure to report
suspected child abuse had been
brought to the attention of the
3edford police.”

The arrest is part of an ongoing
nvestigation into the alleged sexual

buse of a 9-year-old Bedford Hills
il by Cesar joel Sagustume-
forales. Police are still searching for
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mother’s concerns

Mr. Morales on charges of sexual
conduct against a child, a class B
felony.

On Tuesday, Aug. 29, Ms. Graboski
was put on paid administrative leave.
In addition, two teachers, Jennifer
Conte, an ESL teacher, and Regina
Smith, an elementary consulting
teacher, had their tenure rescinded

and their probation periods extend-

" ed. On Thursday, Aug. 31, three

other school employees were placed
on administrative leave. They have

not yet been publicly named.
According to the misdemeanor
complaint against Ms. Graboski, the
principal was a school official and a
continued. on page 14

District engages p.r. firm

By R.J. MARX

In the wake of the ongoing crimi-
nal investigation at Bedford Hills
Elementary School, on Tuesday the
board approved a resolution to
engage the services of
Zimmerman/Edelson Inc., a public
relations and marketing firm. The
decision came late Tuesday after an
executive session discussion.

“Due to the exigencies of an ongo-
ing criminal investigation into mat-
ters including members of the servic-
es stafl, the district is in need of the
services of a public relations firm,”

the board said in a statement.

The board of education authorized
the superintendent to engage the
services of the firm from Sept. 1.
“We've authorizeéd $5,000 a month,”
said school board president Brad
Sacks yesterday. “It's Sept. 1 through
Dec. 31, a four-month contract, and
we will review it after that. They
come with high references; they're a
well-known PR firm — they repre-
sent 25 school districts.”

Mr. Sacks said that many school
districts employ full-time public rela-

continued on page 14
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" An’attorney for Jennifer Conte,
. one of five Bedford Hills Elementary
Schodl teachers on paid lave) said
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nteivicwMonday, Keh, .
weil, j Hormergpresidentjof ‘the
‘Bedford Teachers A’s'so‘c'iaﬁbu,t:aid the
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Ats g very important
“thing to kéep her job.”
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Bedford police . arrested the
school’s principal, Victoria
Graboski, on Sept. 1 on a misde-
meanor charge of failure to report a
suspected case of child abuse/mal-
treatment, a violation of Social
Services Law. According to the com-
plaint against Ms. Graboski, on or
about Dec. 21, 2005, the principal is
alleged to have received information
from a parent of a student at the ele-
mentary school about suspected
child abuse.

On Aug. 29, Ms. Graboski was
‘placed on ddministrative leave. Ms.
Conte, an ESL teacher, and Regina
Jmith, . Sepjcmentary consulting
teacher, " “their tenure rescinded
and their probationary periods were
extended. Two days later, three other
school employees, who have not
been named, were placed on admin-
istrative leave.

Ms. Conte’s lawyer, George
Santangelo, said his client “has done
nothing wrong.” He added that Ms.
Conte has not been charged by the
Westchester County district attor-
ney’s office, but has been cooperating
with officials from the district attor-
ney’s office, as well as the schonl di-
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Emotions high at Bedford Hills

By ANN DENION HOSKINS

Emotions ran high at a meeting
attended by more than 200 parents
to discuss the recent paid “"home
assignment” of the principal and five
staff members of Bedford Hills
Elementary School.

On Sept. 1, just days before the
start of school, principal Victoria
Graboski was arrested and charged
with failing to report a case of sus-
pected child abuse, a misdemeanor.
The alleged abuse took place off
school grounds and did not involve
any staff, Bedford Central School
District  superintendent  Debra
Jackson said. No charges have been
brought against any other staff mem-
ber, she said.

Describing the past three weeks as
an “emotional roller-coaster ride,”
Dr. Jackson assured frustrated and
sometimes tearful parents that “our
goal is to give you as much informa-
tion as possible.” She was referring to
events surrounding the alleged rape
of a 9-year-old student by Cesar Joel
Sagastume-Morales, a 27-year-old
construction worker {rom
Guatemala who lived near the
school. The childs mother found
lewd pictures of her on the suspect’s
cell phone, according to reports.

But aside from describing the
extensive steps taken to provide
counseling and to ensure that the
students receive seamless instruc-
tion, the information Dr. jackson

‘We love the teachers
here. Tell them we sup-
port them now more
than ever’

~— JOE TORRES, BHES PARENT

could provide was scant. The school
district’s attorney, John Gross, out-
lined the laws that preclude district
officials from discussing the case,
and a panel of mental health experts
were on hand to answer questions
about how the news is being digest-
ed by the schoolchildren.

“We love the teachers here. Tell
them we support them now more
than ever,” said parent Joe Torres to
loud applause. But most of the com-
ments expressed frustration and
anger about a situation in which
most of the facts have yet to be
uncovered. :

School board president Brad Sacks
fielded a question from Sharon
Silverman regarding the board’s
recent hiring of the Long Island-
based  public  relations firm

Zimmerman Edelson Inc. on a four-
month trial basis at $5,000 a month.
“Was it in response to this?” asked
Ms. Silverman.

“ft provided the impetus to do
something we've considered any-
way,” said Mr. Sacks. The board had
previously discussed engaging the
firm, which represents some 25
school districts, to provide informa-
tion about positive things happening
in the district, he said.

Dr. Jackson, who was also accom-
panied by a Spanish translator, said
the children’s welfare is her primary
concern.

Stafl and mental health experts
compiled a list of answers to possible
questions with the plan of letting the
students broach the subject to avoid
burdening them with more informa-
tion than needed, she said. '

Dr. Jackson had the protection of
the children in mind when she
decided not to send written informa-
tion home to the parents via mail or
the children’s backpacks, she said.
Any parent of a child whose teacher
was put on home assignment
received a call from the replacement
teacher, but due to the late timing of
the events that unfolded, the Sept. 7
meeting was the first and best oppor-
tunity to inform the other parents,
she added.

“This affects the entire communi-
ty.” said parent Elizabeth Reed, who
said she recently removed her
daughter from the school for unre-
lated reasons. “Its like a family
When one person gets hurt, we all
suffer.”
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By RJ. MARX

The Bedford Town Board meeting
was attended by dozens of Bedford
Hills residents on Tuesday night, as
the residents sought action on what
they described as a deteriorating
hamlet, with overcrowding, the
stench of urine in public places,
garbage in front yards, and danger-
ous living situations.

They said that the recent incident
involving the rape of a 9-year-old girl
mobilized them into seeking
changes at a townwide level.

Bedford Hills resident Robert
Luparello spoke on behalf of many
.of the residents at the meeting. “In
light of some of the publicity that's
happened in the last few days or few
weeks, we wanted 10 address the
board and start a process, start get-
ting on the agenda to work with the
town, talk about the occupancy
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laws, how they’re being applied in
Bedford Hills,” he said. “Are the
police tied, with their hands behind
their back; is the town tied; are these
laws enforced?”

He said that he saw this as a safety
issue, and one that could add bur-
dens on police and fire departments.
“Who’s living in that dwelling at any
given time or any given day? That's
putting departments at risk,” said
Mr. Luparello. “Public drunkenness,
people showing up at the wrong
house because they heard they could
stay at one of these houses.

“For the majority of the people
who maintain their residences
around these so-called illegal hous-
es, it probably isn't fair to them,” he
said. “We all know about the situa-
tion with the rape — a child was
involved. The people that live in

continued on page 12
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‘closure’ after
abuse report

By NEAL RENTZ

The matter involving Bedford Hills
Elementary School principal Victoria
Graboski and five other educators who
are on paid leave may be coming to an
end as far as the Bedford Central School
District is concerned.

The board of education has instruct-
ed the school districts attorney “to con-
tact individual counsel {for each educa-
tor] and to come to some closure on
this issue,” board president Brad Sacks
said. “We hope to bring it to closure
shortly.”

Mr. Sacks did not define what he
meant by “closure,” and he declined to
provide elaboration during a brief inter-
view on Wednesday.

Schools superintendent Dr. Debra
Jackson did not address the issue dur-
ing the meeting.

Following a roughly 20-minute exec-
utive session Wednesday night, Mr.

Sacks said he hoped the matter could
come to “closure” in the near future,
but he did not provide specifics about
which steps the board would take to
resolve the educators’ status.

Bedford police arrested Ms. Graboski
on Sept. 1 on a misdemeanor charge of
failure to report a suspected case of
child abuse/maltreatment, a violation of
Social Services Law. According to the
complaint against Ms. Graboski, on or
about Dec. 21, 2005, the principal is
alleged to have received information
from a parent of a student at the ele-
mentary school about suspected child
abuse.

On Aug. 29, Ms. Graboski was placed
on administrative leave. Two teachers,
Jennifer Conte and Regina ‘Smith, had
their tenure rescinded and their proba-
tionary periods extended. Two days
later, three other school employees,

continyed on page 16
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Graboski gets
the boot at
Bedford Hills

,4)-9

. P)[ P’ ' .; ,:) ~"‘:)’
BY NEAL RENTZ
The end of the Bedford Hills
Elementary School career for princi-
pal Victoria Graboski, who has

received vocal support from teach-

ers, came quietly Wednesday night.

The Bedford Central School
‘District Board of Education, without
comment, voted unanimously to ter-
minate her probationary appoint-
ment effective Nov. 10. She will con-
tinue to be paid through Nov. 10.

In interviews minutes before the

start of Wednesday’s meeting, super-
intendent of schools Dr. Debra

e

Jackson and school board president .

Brad Sacks would not give details
about why the board decided to fire

Ms. Graboski, even though she has-

not been convicted of any crime.
Bedford police arrested Ms.
Graboski on Sept. 1 on a misde-

meanor charge of failure to report a
suspected case of child abuse/mal-
treatment, a violation of Social
Services Law. According to the com-

_ plaint against Ms. Graboski, on or

about Dec. 21, 2005, the principal
allegedly received information from
a parent of a student at the elemen-
tary school about suspected child
abuse.

On Aug. 29, Ms. Graboski was
placed on administrative leave, with
pay.

The auorney for Ms. Graboski,
Keith McMillan, planned to seek a
dismissal of her case in Bedford
Town Court.

The arrest of Ms. Graboski fol-
lowed an ongoing investigation into
the sexual abuse of a 9-year-old
Bedford Hills girl, who attended

continued on page 12
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led to sexual abuse

& C 'f ob ¢ =7
By CAROLINE C. SHERWIN

A week after former Bedford Hills
Elementary School principal Victoria
Graboski said that she was not to
blame for the failure to report suspect-
ed sexual abuse, the district attorney’s
office shot back that it was Ms.
Graboskis conduct that led 10 the
repeated sexual assault of a Bedford

Hills girl.
Westchester  County.  District
Auorney Janet  DiFiores office

responded to Ms. Graboski's attorney’s
_ motion to dismiss the charges leveled
’ t her, the clght-page docu-

Z 20

attorney recap the timeline leading to
the arrest of Ms. Graboski on Friday,
Sept. 1, by the Bedford police. The
arrest was part of the investigation
into the reported sexual abuse of the
9-year-old victim. The suspect, Cesar
Sagastume-Morales, is still at large and
believed to be in Guatemala. Ms.
Graboski was arrested after an investi-
gation determined that she had failed
to report the abuse to appropriate
authorities after learning of the abuse
from a parent of another student in
December 2005. Ms. Graboskis
lawyers said last week that since the
information came from a fourth party
— the parent — there was no legal

* requirement for her to report.

According to the district attorney’s
report, a friend of the victim had been
playing on the playground of the ele-
mentary school when the victim said
continued on page 21




» WA 241 IBYM DiSOqeIn) iy proy aous
o , ~13Ju0d 1ydeA-uared oy papuane
| sAepsaups e judw By Oym 134dea e ‘ayiow pawiad
wwwuﬁ.mw% ho.“w\, Suipeay .n:%u Y1 Yim unyeads e Anioyg
SWooISSERS. 11917} 0 pawnjax 100y2s Lreyuaw
212 241 Jo saafojdwa aay papnpu;
PIym soqerny sy 4q ungaq sem
uonegdusaaur uy « S0qe paadsns g
,wuuﬁﬂh PI0Jpag’ “thuow sk ot uonednsaaur [euosiad papin8suu

e popuewap
prsaxd uonepossy

oIy wepy jus

o Vi 0T AON e uedaq ays NeZnsaam o S31A19G
1R p d aq 03 NUnUod M oym’ 2A1931014 Py unad pue ‘paninba;
SOqe1oy ‘L1 1A edound: pay - SE 9snqe pawadsns ayy 1odas uety
VO 1y loqier ‘1Ye uoog fsoqern sy oy
6 & Suwajoaur Ap2a1p s1uaa2 atp Pa1ER1 oym ‘suoyd
PNy jo asey Aq 1210w pawraouos Y} paeuo).
,ww I : 10c31 01 pajtey ooyos s 'SO0T ‘17 93] uo ‘Peaisuy, ‘parers
v EORIUL oy [[e W “Nensuoursp -~ - BlIS Aym- jo uonesnssauj siaded g ‘asnqe PI'Y> paidadsns
‘ -u3saidar uoruy ‘ 3 § $101E20p2 . 1Mo Je1 pue PSP 5y Suunp. reaf [ooyos Ap nodar 1ou pip Disoqersy sy,
PAINUYID € 01 prémuog sopr sk 5% wered a1e WIPIYY 1o jo' . Juatm 243-01-10ud Isnf fed Ynm A ‘Tuated pouras
’ L paypes; sy, A pue £1o7es a1 Jey — sied - popuodsns 1M’ s13yded oy U0 3y 4q pjor uasq pey ays Teym
’ uonems S1YD uIpress ,,.;_Sdﬁnmm,ﬁw._ﬁoaaoor: pue 1e3p> : 'SISeq fenpiatpur 'SIU2A paqudsap Asnotaaxd a

oM} 44 papm3 U32q 248y suonoe 9E2 im Jurjeap Buunp jooyos 241 18 u32q J0u pey
O, ‘presay &'ansst siypy duiajosas A1 wox Aens pmom OYM “nisoqern sy poy ynug sy

0 31A; a1 - s197 " p annnw:mu»:wno.vumsuv& u22q- SIS 31 1ey) ussur oy pinom 9SNGE [enx3s Jo 1ioda ay
“49E31 35911 j0 yora 10} suonipuos Sey pieoq. s .v.bm::EEo..u mo . A, 0921100 - way, Auasarday oy PIsopdsip pey wnowa 241 eyl 12y pjoy
PuEe suia) eudordde oy e ur piyo e JO'snqe fenxas pafope: g 1) wo; OSI¥ pey 1awy3nep 1ay et pawnjuod
— uomisod. .o 53, Sy uodax 01 I2Is1p [00yds: 1o 5 g spYlow 1ay10 241 Jo 3uQ “siayow
uoneiuasaidag goeii SI “INJIE} 10U Jooys [ie)ii . 13410 om1 (am uoneuLojur Sy1 pareys
SIY1 1eyy- pains . ME. I . IAl ) ’ PEY 9ys 1ey1 o550 shawione 1LsIp

01w

Y jou saop.

JB2) Ul uwzway,

“Aj2A1221100 A UL Jy) . wory. - 241 PO Osje 1ay10w paurasuos g
«  -ada1 oy dAneIUasaIdas uomn s1a. L S aue 18 SI9YoE9) | Al [l . 9UIJUOD a3 1 sty Buy
“12ea1 2 siuo, pue; uoneiuasaiday I P-10U prnom s3: 9 1 JOqus “Pusanie oyy o1 Juared paurasuoy M 4q
1e33] [enprarpuy- 190 nunuos - pre S pelg 21d. preoq < INETY e e PI01 U929 pey 3ys yeym pareada; g

S ‘2duarzjuod a1 Burmopjoq LAe
-lupede fuissarSord sem pue [ooyds
1e {ddey pareadde 2Ys 1eq 1aypow ap
Plo3 s1aydeay oy g | NAEPIHE oY) 1 sAes
, £owone wmsip 241 Swioy 1e pes Suy
UEIAOIN 1y woxy sstusip  qpy UEINADIA pue Ajjreg jo UEIAOWN  Aowione ue parsanbar sys SIS e ey PIIYo 3y 3snesaq ‘ooyos je A
01 Uonow 153181 241 01 3s0dsn; TSN yiay Aswione Y nm 1noy umog EPUBIIN 13y jo pastape u23q Juaey -1U219331p Sunoe sem PI'Y2 134 ny1aym
“qns suoig sy e SSTWSTP 0] uonow PIOJpag ur pareadde SeY Disoqern  pyy ‘Pawss sraded oy ‘sjuoas Y1 o) se_pannbuy oow ayy, ayrow
o4l uo uoisIp e New 01 payadxs SW ISaue 13y 2duig MET SD1AI5¢ SSTOSIp 01 uoners aorjod WOl wm sy U Im pa1anpuod sem aous

S syueg Sa1eyH) ausnf .muMch [e105 £q parepuewr se ‘asnqe PIlY> ysoqerny sy ‘zz .m:«i:onm 0 up, -19Juod 1RYdea-1usted v 1yoey AP
J0 Jesstwsip oy o) uomsoddo sy Pa123dsns jo ases e 110da; 01 21nprgy "EAIE 31 payy oym 'PRIOW I o uapLur punoiderd a1 Sunuoday
~10NE 1ISIp oy o) £dax SUE[ARIY I qim pagieys Pue { ydoguops 10} pansst Aprempounur 21am SIUBLIEM 150w 21 jo awn oy punory ‘ppyo
1N paaranag o4Mm  ‘mjuerend) “1S3LIe sem aYS ‘sjuan 241 Jo wwowaies Uy wmdn oy Buisnqe Aenxas 194 wolj 1unodse swes Ul preay pey

UADY aonsnf umop PIOJpag au0jaq  padsy [euostad 1oy paraayap PUE s1a1 u3aq pey SI[EIOW-dwmseSes 1y para lylow nyoue reyy Supes Jayuny
Pareadde 3uog £a1pny Awony -1enbpeay 1e paare Pisoqeln sy Kep ~AOYSIp ys 1aye avmod paeiucy 1o 19Yoed) Bunpnsuos e quws euiday
1S uesissy  {auio)e Suuns w:rsozﬁ 41 Apdanp sjuswares apu “pow sumoda ay 4 Bny 4o parers 01 uo uoneuuojuy 41 possed pue
-9soxd oy pue YEAOIN IN 6T O -oxd PUe svenbpeay o) swon oidoad  sizded oW .asnqe ppys> pardadsns SIYl Inoqe preay 1ayiow SPIY> ayg
epsiny | U0 "asnqe padajpe Y uodax 9ABY 01 sem a1npasord ao10d [eutou Y1 uodax o) Pajley urede 1o4 ays ‘asnqe Ples peq wnow oy eym passnosip
V1 9S8 31qeU0SEDI OU SEM MRypaels ey pue [°5UN03 %335 01 pastape sem Burunoa; 20 PIsopsp pey wmora SPUSLy 13y pue priyd sures Y ‘puane
SIE 9 uated pawiaoyos 2p Kued  oyg 10 1t doxp pinom pue uRese oy 1oy o) Yim 33papmowy parmboe ou pip wmoa ay Piym ‘Suruaas
{10} e yZnouy Y 01 owed> wopewr g Pad4 pey oys By ua Suruniopu A1mau sy Pydor paoard Psoqein  jxyy A Aued saqungs e Iy iy

,,SE._ ) se ‘Suoim Sunpiou PP pue  5o110d U pajres ays 47 3ny ug SN Ia)je uaag, 101eYaq s1a1y8nep Yitm xas aaey 01 payy ey, 1oy 1y
MIm3 jou g 2US ey sfes UB[IIADW SIRURIEIS 1YLy axew o) dursnyas 134 1moqe pres PEY Isyjowr sup T a%nd s fen

UAUSDS TYI22 wrm o



Two teachers
will return to
Bedford Hills

/,Vr ‘r)f’
By NEAL RENTZ

Two of the five Bedford Hills
Elementary School teachers who
have been suspended since just
before the start of the school year
will be returning to the classroom
next week, while another. educator
has resigned.

S f} "D/_..
fale of the two other teachers, but
will attempt to by next week, board
president Brad Sacks said.

The teachers were suspended with
pay just days before the beginning of
the 2006-07 academic year during

the districts investigation of why

staff at the school

Following a
roughly  two-
hour executive
session at the
Bedford Central
School District
administration
building, the

‘We’re happy to have
Regina and Jennifer
back in the classrooms
and we look forward

failed to report a
suspected case of
child abuse/mal-
treatment involv-
ing a 9-year-old
pupil. At their Oct.
11 meeting, the
board fired princi-

board of educa- pal Victoria
tion on Thursday to their return on Graboski, who will
night voted s ' continue to be
unanimously Monday. paid until next
(with  trustee Friday, Nov. 10.

Mark  Chernis — BOARD PRESIDENT BRAD SACKS In  September,
absent) to allow Bedford Teachers
Regina  Smith Association presi-

and Jennifer

Conte 10 come back to the classroom
next Monday. The probationary peri-
od for tenure for Ms. Smith and Ms.
Conte was extended to June 30,
2007.

The board also voted unanimously
to accept the resignation of ESL
teacher Karen Dakin, which will be
effective Nov. 27. '

The trustees did not determine the

dent Adam Yuro
demanded that the teachers, who are
on paid leave, be immediately
returned to the classroom.

Last week, the five teachers chose
to have an attorney from the teachers
union represent them collectively.
But Mr. Sacks said the move did not
mean that the trustees would stray
from their policy of dealing with

continued on page 23
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‘B NEA RENTZ
"4 “highly anticipated

) rnldtcrm elecnon was held national- |

ly on Tuesday, another ballot was

 ‘taken on the same day in the Bedford :

t LA T PR TR I PRV
. rl"i‘n’u-l Scnooi District.

3 ““Members of the Bedford Teachers
Association received *no - confi-

dence” ballots on Tuesday, seeking

the educators’ response to how five

Bedford Hills Elementary School

teachers have been treated by district
- officials.

In a Nov. 1 memorandum to all
BTA members, union president
Adam Yuro sharply criticized the dis-
tricts handling of the matter. Mr.
Yuro stated that the board of educa-
tion trustees should resign over the
handling of the matter.

On Nov. 1, the board agreed to
have Bedford Hills Elementary
School teachers Regina Smith and
Jennifer Conte return to the class-

‘room on Monday, at different
schools. Ms. Smith is now teaching
at Bedford Village Elementary School
and Ms. Conte has been reassigned
to Mount Kisco Elementary School.

Also on Nov. 1, the board accepted
the resignation of another teacher,
Karen Dakin.

The teachers were suspended with
pay just days before the beginning of

'O Zogs

uring
the district's investigation of why
staff at Bedford Hills Elementary
School failed to report a suspected
case of child abuse/mallreatmen[
involv u‘lg a 9- year- old pi.i‘pil At their
Oct. 11 meeting the board fired prin-
cipal Victoria Graboski, who contin-
ued to be paid through today, Nov.
10. The board has not yet deter-

mined the fate of the other two

teachers who were also suspended
with pay.

‘We are appalled with
the board’s decision and
subsequent conditions
in which the teachers
may return to work.’

~— ADAM YURO

“Five members of the Bedford
Teachers Association were mandated
to home assignment at the beginning
of the academic year by the school
district while the administration and
board of education conducted an

I L&Aaliicid viaod

hold ‘no-confidence vote

W & 4/ Crmb L.~
.the .2006-07 academic year

‘investigation’ connected to the mai
ter of reporting the alleged sexua
abuse of a child,” Mr. Yuro stated i
the letter. “Based on the findings o
this so-called investigation, whicl

PPN et dla Radla..
concluded last montn, tne Bedlorn:

Central School District board of edu
cation has determined that the fiv
teachers exercised a lack of judgmen
in not ensuring that there was a fil
ing of a report of suspected chil
abuse to Child Protective Service
and/or the superintendent «¢
schools. Four of the five teaches
were offered reinstatement pursuan
to the signing of dpcuments wit
conditions set forth by the schoc
district. The ‘Bedford Teacher
Association couldn’t disagree mor
strongly with the boards conclu
sions.””’

Mr. Yuro said that the educato:
did nothing improper. “We a
appalled with the boards decisio
and subsequent conditions in whic
the teachers may return to work. W
believe that these five teachers ai
being treated unfairly by the schor
district and are being used as scap:
goats,” he wrote. “In fact it is th
board of education that has violate
state law, not our members.”

Mr. Yuro quoted state law as ma

continued on page |
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Bedford Central

‘Climate of fear’
dlstresses teachers

i gvenboer
By NEAL RENTZ
Flanked by about 50 teachers and
other supporters, the president of the
-Bedford Central School District’s
teachers union blasted district offi-
cials Wednesday about their dealings
with five Bedford Hills Elementary
School teachers who were put on
paid home dssignment -just prior to
the start of the school year over their
handling of the investigation of child
abuse/maltreatment involving a 9-
year-old pupil last year.

Adam Yuro read a seven-page
statement during the public com-
ment period of the board of educa-
tion meeting at the Fox Lane Middle
School Little Theater, in part saying
the school district had “a climate of
fear” regarding teachers' relation-
ships with district officials, a charge

T3 &

that was vngorously denied by board
president Brad Sacks.

On Nov. 1, the board agreed to
have teachers Regina Smith and
Jennifer Conte return to the class-
room last week, at different schools.
Ms. Smith is now teaching at Bedford
Village Elementary School and Ms.
‘Conte has been reassigned to Mount
Kisco Elementary School.

Also on Nov. 1, the board accepted
the resignation of another Bedford
Hills Elementary School teacher,
Karen Dakin.

Mr. Sacks noted Wednesday that the
board has yet to take action regarding
the two remaining Bedford Hills
Elementary School teachers, who have
not been publicly identified.

The teachers were suspended with

continued on page 12




ot 23vd uo 3_32::8

‘suosear Jeuosiad 10§ paudisal Al
-u2a2 10q ‘pourad Jwn 110Ys € 10j ST
pim pakeis siuawadejdar 1ayoeal 3
jo 2uQ Kouedea (e [j}j 01 Loynp
qum paw WMSp Y “quawudisse
Juioy uo S{IH projpag jO sPYIEAN
AT} YT PIIM ‘s29A01dwa S11 $pPIEMO)
4l pue ‘a3pnl qondasord  se
198 10U PNOM pIeoq A|PuIL-1aYIEAN
y -2213e 10u op diyspquaw $it pue
vig 2Yl, ‘panunuod omg IN RS
-puaLL} 12YD¥ SE JPSI PPt Sey

S|eIoYJO [00YDS PassaIppe dy Joye uoneAo Suipuers e oA

OL1OHd ZIN3H 3N

5

pIeoq SWy) SUOISEdVO [Bl13AIS uQ,,

Ajpanounsut
S12yDEal JO ASUIJIP Y 01 AWod 10U
so0p 1ey) ISP € Ul Ke1s 01 juem
Loy 191ym 1noqe Sunjper Asno
1125 218 A1 1EY} PAID 2ABY ‘s13110
Se [[om S 's13Y2edl 2531 JO TV ‘1081
-u02 1no Aq paptaoid 21meu WP
e JO S59AEI| Sunedisaaut e 1321ed
-plw 21 OYm ISOY) Pue SIAEI] 218
-pliy> noqe Buiyse a1e 128unok e
oym 2soylL -suondo juawWINAL 13|
-1e3 Suuojdx? a1e SUELAAA MO P

-stp 91 10} JURIPAdX? seM 11 JI W)
201ju0Es A[Ise2 pinom pue K[euosiad
WY} 1NOqE 11q ¥ 21ED 10U Op UONENS
-upupE puE PIeoq Yy 1IYM ISP
e ur Junjrom a1e Aoy 1€y} 193] LaylL
-pa1daroidun pue ‘paaigost ‘3uole
Fuipo) 21e SIAYOEAL MO] dun-|e
UE Je ST ‘IPIMIILISIP ‘I[BIOW UL
ayl, 'prEs 3y 1e?j jo nEunp € Ul
Supjiom e I 1BY) Surpaj [e12u23
e sa1edrpul Aureirad isow sl

ousIp jooyds Ay Aq uonnginal 1o
{estdal Jo 1e9] JO 10O 2104 O paeds

*AepSaupam

2 oAed s1a4oed} JOUISI] jooyds jenuad piojped 05 noqy

Sey UONEJNPI JO PIEOG SIOLUSLY
{ooyos 211 18y} {23 104 J1, 101[¢q AP
10 Juaw1Rs Suimorjo) 3y pasod 2
‘2104 29UAPYUOd OU, € P[RY V14 W
¢, 'AON ‘Aepsan] uQ, 'pres O1MA W
_‘uoneonpa Jo p1eoq ) Ul AAEY dwys
~12qWAW PUE UOTUN SIYIEA ) 1EY!
25UDPIJUOD JO YOr] UNLIYMIIA0 Y}
19y1E1 NG ‘S1NEW puuosiad ssnasip
01 Suiuaa? SHfl 13y 10U IE M,
PSP
jooyds ay Aq Y110j 19S suonipuod
SNOIAUO M SIUWND0P FuwiBis 01
Juensind 1WIWANEISUIRL PAIDJJO 1M
SI9YDEA A1 Y} JO INO4 ‘Buoim pip
a1 1[2) P1eOq Y] TEY) S1 11 JIANEYM
01 puodsa1 03 Amunmuoddo g1 pey
s1510ea) 259y Jo Aue dATY JUAWOW
sup 01 dn 2w ou 1y ‘Buorm Bunp
-Kue suop pey A 3eY) PO} SIAYO¥A
ay) Jo Aue a1om uonednsaaul pajed
-0s sujy Suunp Jwm ou 1y, PIES
oIny 1N .'S|o0Yds jo yuspuAnuudns
21} 10/pue SIDALISG 241921014 PIMD
o1 asnqe ppyo> paadsns jO 110daz
e Jo Suipy € seam 21911 1EY Fuunsud
1ou ur ywaw3pn{ Jo Hoep B PIsIX?
S13yoEal AT AP IEY) pIUIULANLP,
uonEINp3 JO piEog Y ‘Yuow 15T}
-Jooys Areyuaurdd
sIUH  plojpeg  woly  parounl
J1oMm OYm SIAYDE3} Al A pAarll
foqy moy ui Buolm 1am SEDRYO
1usip Aepsoupap pres oInj IW

Anpqisuodsay el
fjduns pue ,MON Anpqusuodsay
el 309, . 'PDUIPYUOD ON.

se soseryd yons yim sudis Buiploy
21oM wioym Jo Aueul ‘SYIEAN 06 £
~yBno1 2y Aq paxuey) Sea 0104 TN
-01 AON Ydnoiy pred sem
msoqein SW 11 190 U0 DISOQELH
euowip [edpuud paiy preoq UL
"600T 12qu22d
U1 JuunEaN[eW/ASNGE PIIYd JO ST
paiadsns e 110da1 01 Pt 1ooy2s
ay 1e jjeis Aym jo uonedusaaut A
Suunp 1eak d1wapede L0-900C A
j0 Sutuuidaq A 210529 skep 1snl Aed
1 28pd wouf panuijuod

( SIdYOeIL




CE e
'BY CAROLINE C. SHERWIN

L'ast Thutsday mgh( ‘the : former

of L _edford Hllls

e 3

allcged :hlld abuse of aP 9-y

Bedford Hills “girl. Ms. Graboslg“‘

 réquired 1En‘*mt‘end mandatory refiort
'3n ‘which- she X

- 24, 2007 ﬁr‘a;‘}‘
‘_ ‘Grabosk1 to

“Town justxcq

o { ‘
Opthatdate tb’pg?

: ¢y”A dreySt\oneﬁxs’t%d"? ; b s

‘ ca&qud vigs ;.

;—J
GASET S trie oo

estxganon
d faxled to

lawyers saxd that since the mforma-
om a fourth party, a par-

er child, there was no.

- % continued on page 14 -
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