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continiied frompeigs: L T "wére never formally serveq upon Dr. |
All,’_th.qéqt“k;_&&qﬁ}ﬁ@il,{'réquests Pete Jackson and no. fipal determination
demedt;bt'n‘fngub(b!{ ntomero 2Py was® VeF* rendered 'upon them, the
pealéd Bedford"Caiieralic denial, which, bodrd. of Education Soncludeq that 1t
in August was also rejected by the dig: Wéfé(“goﬁre‘diﬁred to.disclose the charg-
fnee. ‘ esiy der FOIL,” Ms. Wollin stated in

In his reqyest for Judical interven. her??ﬁdavit
fion, Mr. Santomero filed a 52-page The districes attorneys further state
petition in the form of-an Article'78  ip the memo of opposinon that the
proceeding in Westchester County Su-- purpose of FOIIs intra-agency exemp-

preme Court. That petition

refusal
elease the requested
gocuments wits “arhi.
Tary, capricious and
constitutes an abyge
of discretion,”

gu

" Among other a
ments, the petition
challenged the boards
claim  (hat releasing
the documents would
fesult in an’ unwar.
ranted inyagion - of
privacy. The dispute
;encompasses  facts
and  circumstances’
that go well beyond
the mere personal pri-
vacy, interests of Dr,
(S 4}.\\ L Sy

Jackson;t - Péfition

;o
r.f
|
A

districes to

plicates
involving expendi
laxpayer funds.” -

PR 9 X
ﬁ}}ib!;_gz,pohcy consideratons
~expenditure of substantia]

claims the

Among.other
- drgynients, the

o Petition éhallénged

«

" the boards claim
that releasing the
‘documents would
- result in an
‘unwarranted
invasion of privacy,

‘This week, Be
Superintendent,
Ms. Wollin bot
the district’s res

states, and “im.-

' This month, the district and its law proceedings, s

anduby o Beane, Aled @ meimo.  of (he distnet n
gandu'n& of “Taw’ in“oppésition to iy going litigation.
bantomero’s eﬂtit&pn,pudinitgg why the - Mr.Santomer.
fourt:chaflénse, {gighe“iii:s_gipt'q FOIL, this Week secki
fenial should be rejected. "t Tepeatedly said

“Case law and advis

¥
OTY Opinions is- - the marrer to all

tion is “to perm

tating that1t'is the

t people wathin an
agency to exchange
opwnions, advice and
cnticism freely and
frankly, withous the
chilling prospect of
public disclosyre.”
While Mr.  sap.
tomeros filing claims
that the Bedford Cen.
tral board faled 1o
demonstrate that the
fequested documenys
are ntra-agency ma-

" terial and therefore

exempt from FOIL,
the districe’s attorneys
cite specific reasons
why the materials ar 3
protected under Jaw,
dford Centrals current
Dr. Jere Hochman, and
h declined o discuss

Ponse to the Arucle 78

policy

ot to comment 'on on.

0 did not return a caj)
ng cornment, but has'
he intends (o pursue
possible lengths

sued by the New York State Commiitpe, - Naw that the district has responded
bn Open Governmen uniformly' hold . 1o the initial Arucle 78 filing, Mr. San-
that records relating to non-final andy tomeros attorney, Robery Sternbach,
Er unsubstantiated gi‘scipljnary charges  has the Opportunity to refute, Bedford
gainst a public employee may be with- Centrals counter-claims, .
held from disclosure ander FOILbased' |y addition o the release of the doc-
upon,.intra;agency and privacjekénip-  um &S Tequested through, hs FOIL,
ﬁions;i'fdle;djsjttigtkkc)dpn papers state, Mr.;}§am4g;pero 1s seeking attorney’s
FAccordingly, .the board of edugition’s fees ‘g3 {other costs incurred by the
}':lenial,of‘pmaqner’s FOIL app‘é’al on litigalib_p' om the district,
these grounds. wag entirely appropriate In Julyi. Dr. Jackson began as super-
?nd should not be disturbed,” " ; intendetit. of the Highland Falls-Fort
Bedford..Centrals defenge of its ac- Montggtfiery School District, serv-
fions is based ort'the position that since  ing students from the communities
r. Jackson reaghed an agreerénf with  of Highlind Falls, Fort Montgomery
he board béfora any disciplinary charg-  and \}gé?thomt in Orange County; and .
against her could be ‘Totitially filed: - Garrison in Putnam County. That' same
€ exact nature of aily 6f théise charges: . -month, .Dr. Hochman, who Previously
Ed the {Fq?u‘{gi;pgldis(pgte %‘E@EE@#IE'."JQ‘ Served as a supenntendent of schools
not covered by what ust be released “in western Massachusetts, ook the
under FOIL: v~ % 7 L helm 'ag Bedford Central’s top admn.

“Because the disciplinary charges
- - —_— - i -

istrator.
1 ity .

—_
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'
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Sanptom
doeumeﬂts* akbe.exempt

By JOHN ROCHE Attempung to poke holes in the dis-

Based on his own years as a member tricts response to Mr. Santomero’s pe-
of the school board and given thé piature - tition to’overturn the dustrigts FOIL
of the “thuly extraordinary” agreement denial, his attorney, Robert Sternbach,
reached between the Bedford Central  sad Bed.(prd Central officials and their
school board and former superinten-  attorfiey fajled 10 demanstraté that the
dent Pr. Debra Jackson, local resident  only documents are the written setile-
Camillo Saritomefo, finds it hard fo- be; . ment ‘agreement that was released, and
lieve that only two documents’ exist e ffdra(t disciplinary’ charges “mgainst Dr
lating to the controversial departure~of Jackson that were never Formally filed
Dr. Jackson. against her.

In a court filing’ this week, Mr San- Mr, ‘Stémbach also said in the fihng
tomero who is pursuing }egal acﬁon that the disfrict failed t5 prove how the
agaihst-‘the: dlstru:lt1 over its failure to  documents requested through Mr. San-
publicly'disclos¢ ‘the exact reasonsibe . 504 0 :FOLL, request: fit. within the

. hind the seven-figure :settle J‘e‘nt agfle?'ei‘* i ng'f%oﬁly t nstru?ed” exem‘;ﬁns de-
ment, and his atforney also argiiéd’that ﬁnéclby state law’
Bedford Centml"ofﬁclab have: fjled"to . .. “The, public is ‘enttled 0 an ex-
prove’ why documents’ Telated o “Dr: pta ftion' for this seulement with a
Jackson’s depanme are exempt from be- pubtxp ofﬁcer that will result in the,
ing disclosed under the NYS lgreedom of ex;penduure of $1 mijllion in taxpayer
Inforrqat;pn Law (FOIL). * continued on page 17
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BYJQH\I ROCHE A bara Zambeﬂl wrote ‘in‘a nine-page’
A judge Juled” as WeeK that, th¢ décistqn Accordmgly {Bedfor, d Cen-
Bedford "Ce Al %oar d of edtgcfnon tral) properfy denied'petitionafE FoIL
acted" pto{i""q] njEn g 3] ‘?FlfLe" : requ edt>ag td the "draft dIscpri‘nary
that draf dnsdplméry Chatges" AgAmst chirgieg >+’
ggrmer errmpnd;m Dr. Debrajack~ By that ruling, the fudge shordown
1 B¢ mg% gm 1 Rey &t ?mﬂmt of att ﬁmcle 78 pro.
ifedrnion cd Ma.\:tb_f”l*’the,ueee&m@ 8oy docils resident sand.
: jU ¢ uphr.ld Bedford Cengrals-dect. former- schoolbbard tember Camtflo
sion not to pubhcly release the draft Santomero. This fall, Mr. Santomero
dlsaplmary charges; nﬂfng that ﬂﬁw appealedﬁ the distncis m;j.l,sal follow-
are ex drom” b¢mg disclosed” uze. mg his' ¥ QIL request., to pﬁ;mde all
lder me\ahﬂz& Fwdpmzﬁﬂmfo@angg oeqmeqt; ertav.?mé ty a rcertam
; ; 'Byg ) 5; mrlfguge rela[h Dr. Jad s job
tot Lellseiplina "‘ pe e thatBecurred ¢ some
a&«thesed: arg% wé'repnev;;yf R "ponfgtylr:z 007. b t\v?en thé”%Bedford
filed and Proven against Jackson, they Central school - board and the superm-
are exempt)«from proditction pursuﬁ “* , tendént.
‘ant to FOIB'a t ejr c], sure W(%I.i % }ﬁqultspute led to g!cout;roversnal
r's

consutule B '1gre§1nent between the’ board arfld Dr.
prnivacy as.{ ﬁne by bl  Offi don t*resulbed, hef/resigna-
Law” State pres?ne C ,gerar- :f,‘ - continued on  page 13
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Hundreds 6f Pages-of e-mails, other
correspo*ndérices‘andvdof;jiments per-
tainipg o, w] 3L, led. 1o, the. controver-
sial and’ ost Y separatiorf ‘agreemen;

between thé. ,edfox_c!«C‘e'giLral School

OVEr (o a judge ift'mid. June,

At a court conference thisrweek, an
attorney’ for the 'school district told
a judges law secretary that -he and
Bedford Central. officigls aré in the
process of siftiqg“-throqgh:niounds of
documents to determine What, if any,
recerds'refer to the ‘dispute that led (o
Dr. Jackson’s resignation or ke buy-
out she received from:therdistrict,

And based on Whatsccamnained in
those documents, mcluding e-mails
exchangéd" “bé‘tWéén"’""mi board
members, district.administrators and
attorneys, local residen and former
school board member Carhillo San.-
tomero Imnay petition a state’ Supreme
Court Judge to reconsider 3 ruling last
month that shot,do a'key compo-
nent of an. Afti(':‘!l&g ‘f‘éqila‘r’o‘c“ﬁ’dihg Iglr.
Santomero ‘ﬁ]eg_-k:htg f, "'l’;ﬁ attorney
said this weel. ;7 = Vi

“Its certattily cléat iag thete’s much ‘

the judge deterritiniédicx ‘
school district is oing t6-be’required
to produce,” said Mt Satitdmero’s at.
torney, Rober: «'S&m‘b@gh;@f;er Tues-
days  coyrt, g i
It seems that*3] ough .there was 2
judges ruling on.only-oie;
requested thus:far {thasissfiece the tip
of the iceberg.” . Viopae

Edward Phillips, an aftorney with
Keane and Beape the Jaw firm repre-
senting Bedfgrd CemralTsaid that he
and the district’ aves i i Process of
reviewing dny and. al} documents that
might be even remotely related to the
dispute and denax;:,u{c;—ﬁq{xDr. Jackson,
who 1n June leff. Bédford .Central 1o
Serve as.superingfiden: of the High.
land” Fills-Fope3y smery School

District. T ¥ ) ,
“There are e-mails.3nd ather docy.

ments that we are*jn”
reviewing pne b}"&onng' Mr. Phillips
e g g t" ¢d on page 15

b My

more that, peeds tg ,ta}gg gls{cvsht;if:);:
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Bedford Central set to
present Jackson e-mails

By JOHN ROCHE
Documents including e-mails ang
other correspondence between school
board members and administrators per-

aining to what led 1o (he controversial .

separation agreement ,between former
supenntendent Dr. Debra Jackson and
the Bedford Central School District are
set to be wurned over 10 4 judge this
week

Edward Phillips, an attorney with
Keane and Beane. the law firm repre-
senting Bedford Central, did not returg
calls for comment this week, but said
I a recent court filing that the district
will comply wath ' the Judges order and
produce additional documents related
to the Dr Jackson resignation, Some
of the documens, which “consist pre-
dominantly of Itra-agency  e-mails
among hoard members,” according o a
memorandum filed. by My Phillips on
May 28, may be redacted in part.

The attomey for Camyllo Santomero,

.alocal residen and former school, board

member who filed 3 request under the
New York State Freedom' of Informa-
tion Law (FOIL) asking the distrier for
all documents related 1o Dr Jacksons
fesignation and  separaton package,
charactenzed the inpendmg teview of
materials as “critical,” as wel] as long
overdue, ‘

“This Tuesday 15 the nex cnical step
because thats when the Bedford Cenral
school board and (he district have 1o
furnish.any and al) related documents *
said Mr. Santomeroy, attorney, Robert
Sternbach. “Because we don’t yet know
what those documenys contam, once
we're able 10 reviey them, we will he
able to decide how o proceed on the
matter.”

Last year, Mr. Santomero filed a FOIL
request asking the district for 4] docu-

continued on page 34
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O may not pe
In those documents. ’

— Camingo SANTOMP,RO

Camillp Santomero,
ber of the

a
Bedford Cen
educau’on.

has Pledged (o continue hj,
fight to fing

out the reason behind Dr
acksons fesignation, v,

hich resulted
€ package y;

k, two years after \pe 1
E ent wag announced
on Jupe 11,2

» Bedford Cengry) and /
e districes altorney h, de




continued from page 1

Mr. Santomero’s attorney, Richard
Sternbach, said he js currently review-
ing the hundreds of documents that the
district provided o une-17 following
a Judge’s order. “But because of the vol-
ume of material, it may take some ume
to get through it all,” My Sternbach
said. “Until its been re lewed, it's vir-
tually impossible to sdy what may or
may not be in those docttments. ”

Last year, Mr, Santomero filed a re-
quest under the New York State Free-
dom of Information Law Q..O_C asking
the district for all documents regarding
the dispute, the exact nature of which
has never been publicly disclosed be-
cause of a confidentiality clause 1n the
separation agreement.

The . district denied that request,
along wath similar FOIL requests pre-
viously submutted by The Record-Re-
view and the Journal News. Mr. San-
tomero, who served on the Bedford
Central board in the 1990s, appealed
that denial, which- was alsa rejected
by the district. He then challenged the
district’s FOIL denials by filing an Ar-
ticle 78 petition in New York State Su-
preme Court.

Earlier this year, State Supreme
Court Judge Barbara Zambelli up-
held Bedford Central’s decision not 1o

publicly release the draft disciphnary

charges against Dr Jackson, ruling that

‘Careful review of each document was necessary to
ensure a thorough and complete response to the
. FOIL reqiiest.’ .

~— SEATEMENY, BEDFORD CENTRAL Schoor Disraicr .

thegtare exemp
undér FOIL, Si
hally filed aga
sure of those.¢
ah.ufiwarranted
defined by state
Jidge Zambellt ryles
"But in that same rul
Euﬂw.g&&m@
Central 10 produce

Hients that may be 1
teriedit pursuant 1o
FOIL redquiest, ‘and

plied with that court
.. Edward: Phillips, an_
Keané and ‘Beane, the )
resenting - Be

week But,th

ereever for-
inist-Dr. Jackson,-disclo-
tgés would constjrixe

ing-in Miich,
ardered Bedford
glated o the get-
:Mr. . Safitomeri’s

order this week. -
trey with
aw. firm " rep-
eral; ;did not
Tequesting commient this
e district and schgpl board
press release that
9 documents tum, d 6
>-mails between board mem-
ther intra-agency materials,
was redacted by
Bedford Central's aut

“As a general rille, such “intra-agen-
¢y’ communiciitions are not subject. to

disclosure under FOIL-unless*the‘re-
cords in quiestidn torvey stalstical or
factual inforination, > the pres% release
from ‘the district states. “Recomds.that
contain communicatins between: the

board and its attdrheys are ile
exempt from FOI. .&mn_omﬁw., “Ac-
cordingly, the”boards attorneyg. were

required (o review each of thé B.iails

ol o r factual informaiiog that

could be disclosed 4 rder FOI. The

non-factual infdrmation and attorney-
client-communiéarions in"the records
was redacted by-the board’s angimeys
puisuantioFQM . ' S

Calling the, feview -and redaction
process “time-consuming” ‘the re-
lease.issued by Bedford Central added:
“Careful review of each document was
necessary 1o ensure a thorough and
complete response to the FOIL re-
quest. The board 1s hopeful that with

this process now completéd® this liu-
gation will be swiltly brought to clo-
sure.”

From the outset, the board stated us
intention to fally cooperate with (he
court and continties. to do so. 3

" Citing a confidensiality clause 1n ﬁma
agreement, Dr. Jackson and past afjd
current_board members have repegt-
edly refused to comment on what SpE-
cifically led 10 her regignation, other
than to refer to the “sertain disputp™
regarding her job perlgrmance. Hw,n

“certain dispute” led to abuyout pack-

‘age thatincluded a lump sum paymept

of $650,000 compensatng her for gkt
salary for the remaining three years pf
a five-year contract,-and medical bep-
efits for Dr. Jackson and her family for
life. For the year between when she
announced her resignation and whén
she Mnm.w&ao&.ﬁn:a.& o becorpe
supeninteiident of the Highland _umw-
Fort Montgomery School District, Dr
Jackson also drew her $243.461 an- -
nual salary.

~ Mr. Santomero did not respond o
Tequests for commént this week, and
Bedford Central officials and school
board members have a policy to niot
comment on ongoing litigation. .
The press release, however, says,
From the outset, the board stated Its
intentton to fully cooperate with the
court and continues to do so.” i

«



Bedford Central board returns
susan Elion Wollin as

By JOAN GAYLORD
The Bedford-Central school board

re-elected Susan Flipn Wollin its”

president for the upcoming school
year At the board’s reorganization
meeting held earlier this month,
board members also re-elected Don-
na Marno vice president.

“I am honored to be selected by
the board 10 serve as their presi-
dent,” said Ms. Wollin. “Their vote
validates the strides taken ro keep
the board informed abour district,
regional and state school board
initiauves:; (o provide information
about board meetng agenda prepa-
raton and routine communications
with the superintendent: and 1o co-
ordinate communications with the
public, cutizens who contact the
board and numerous committees.”

This will be the third term for
both officers, who were elected by a
unanimous vote of thosge attending,

including new board member Gra..

ham Anderson Marc Vandenhoeck
did not attend the meeting

Board members also approved the
pohcies currently in place, a routine
step taken each year, with a direc-
tive 1o the policy subcommittee to
review the policies during the 2009-
10 school year to ensure that they
are current. ‘

The request for a review was

[

prompted in part by Mr Graham,

wha asked that the 'boards Imvest-
ment policy be amended to include
2 requirement that all invesunents
be backed by the ED I C. or “the fult
faith and credit of the United States
government.” In explainmg his rea-

This will be the third
term for both officers,
who were elected by
“ad unanimous vote
- of those attending.

sons for wanting the amendment,
Mr. Graham'said that investments
could be backed by the state gov-
etnment and referred 1o the current
financial crisis in California

“l would not want usto find our-
selves 1in the same situation because
of the credit crisis,” he said

Currendy, all mvestments are
subject to the comptroller’s guide-
lines, said assistant superintendent
for business Mark - Betz, who said
that the requirements were “severe-
ly restrictive.” He said that while
the exisling policy gives the board

Tre Recori-Review

president

“the nght™ to invest in vehicles that
are not backed by the FD | C., the
board can agree 10 other invest-
ments without amending the policy.
Mr Betz said he would review all
investments that the district cur.
rently holds and have 4 report for
the board at a future meeting Don-
na Marino, chairman of the policy
subcommuttee, said the suggestion
to amend the policy could be raised
at the next committee meeting and,
if commitiee meinbers agreed, an
amendment could be drafted ac-
cording to procedures.

The board established subcomm.
tees, with most members con tnuing
in their previous positions. Wth the
departure of Barbara Grossman, Mr
Anderson agreed to join the pohcy
and finance commutiees. Ms, Wollin
will continue as the delegate to the
Westchester Putnam School Boaids
Association, with Ms. Marlqo as al-
ternate. ‘

Community members will be
needed for the upcoming year (o
serve on the citizens advisory com-
mittees, . supermtendent  Dr. Jere
Hochman said

Commenting on the value of these
committees, he said they would
be looking for.a balance of “new
blood” and returning members who

continued on page 14

T T e e 4 e — 1 e o ——

Wollin, Marino are to

lead district board

continued from page 1 .
can provide “institutional memory
Dr. ‘Hochman encouraged district
residents who are interested 1n .the‘
opportumty to-read the information
available on the district’s Web site
While board members agreed to
wait until the August meeung be-
fore formally setting goals for the
camng year, after the meeting, Ms.
Wollin reflected upon, the ambitions
of the board and her expectations.

- “This year, the board of edugation
will conunue its focus on the highest
levels of student achievement and on
Budgel goals which ensure hnaPCIa]
stability tor the distncrt’s future,” she
said. “The board will continue nego-
tations with civil service employees
and teachers and will begin negotia-
tons with administrators, again with
sights set on the ends of student
achievement, efficiency and account-
ability, and fiscal responsibility.”



Lawyer seeks review of
Dr. Jackson documents

By JOHN ROCHE
The legal battde to find ot the Tea-
son behind Dr. Debra Jackson's resig-
nation as Bedford Central’s superin-
tendent of schools has turned into 2
case of have and.have Rot, according

to the attorney of the former schoo

- The schaol district,and.its‘aﬁamcy

have turned over 519 pages of dacu-

ments with at souie relevance p
Dr, Jackson’s resighation; which tpok
effect in June 2008. But whag Bedford
Central officials have not done, .ac-
cording to district resident and former
board member Camillo Santomerv, is

fully abide by a Judge’s order to tum

over relevant material, since so ‘miich-

of the documents have been redagted,
Mr. Santomero, who this weel
vided The Record-Review with copies

‘redastions-in order to decide

of the heavily redacted documents,
and his attomey gre heading back o

-

court next"month, o ask @ judge to
examine the. docurents yl'ggbut any

if they

legitimaie,
a motion, that essentially
court that the school
their attorney have not
what we believe would be
Wiy Justification for these
. dctions,” said Mr. San.
lomeroY gttorney, Richard Sternbach,
“We conténd that at a minimum, ‘the
court should order Bedford Central to
sh nonfedacted: copies of these
décuments, and then feview each of
these documents in private, or whats

are legall
informs the
district or
provided

the Beces
extensive.

legaily ferved to as.in camera,”
m%::m Jmotion was filed
. in State

pieme Caurt on Aug. 24,
- continued on page 14

—
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