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Judge orders Bedford to produce more documents in 
Jackson case 

BY SEAN GORMAN • SGORMAN@LOHUD.COM • MAY 17, 2009  
 

BEDFORD - The Bedford Central School District has until June 16 to produce additional documents in a 

lawsuit that seeks to uncover what led to a controversial $650,000 separation agreement with former 

Superintendent Debra Jackson. 

The documents could be redacted as the district deems necessary, acting 

state Supreme Court  Justice Barbara G. Zambelli ruled in an April 30 

order. 

Camillo Santomero, a former Bedford school board member, is suing the 

district to win release of documents detailing the unspecified dispute over 

Jackson's job performance that triggered the separation agreement. In 

addition to the $650,000 payout, Jackson received free lifetime health care  

coverage for her and her family. 

"They will redact what they deem to be exempt (from disclosure)," Robert A. 

Sternbach, Santomero's attorney, said Thursday. "We can challenge the 

exemptions if we don't believe they are entitled to it." 

Each school board member also has to certify no other documents exist. 

Under the New York Freedom of Information Law, Santomero last year 

sought "any and all records" about the dispute. The district interpreted the 

request as referring to draft disciplinary charges never formally served on 

Jackson. 

The district turned down Santomero's request as well as others from The 

Journal News and the Record Review, saying disclosure would constitute an 

"unwarranted invasion of privacy." 

Zambelli ruled on March 31 that the district properly denied the release of the 

draft charges . 

But Sternbach said the court should have viewed the charges behind closed 

doors before denying access to the whole document. 

He has filed a motion to reargue the fate of the disciplinary charges as well 

as a notice of appeal to preserve Santomero's right to having a higher court 

review Zambelli's ruling. 

The March 31 decision also ordered the release of any additional documents 

unless there's a compelling reason they shouldn't be disclosed. 

Edward J. Phillips, the school district's attorney, has informed the court that there are other documents 

responsive to Santomero's request. The documents include e-mails among school board members. 
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  SellDeer wrote:

Consider that:  
1. "Edward J. Phillips joined Keane & Beane, P.C. in 2000 following a two-year 
clerkship." 
2. "Since Joining Keane & Beane, P.C., Mr. Phillips has continued to focus on federal 
practice by representing public sector employers and officials in employment 
discrimination and retaliation... zoning and land use matters." 
3. Mr. Phillips' expertise (DISCRIM/RETAL) may be what is being Suppressed. 
4. Keane and Beane, also Represents Greenburgh 7 CSD, who ALSO needs HELP 
5 Suppressing : another investigation into testing improprieties - and detailed 

 

 

 

More News Headlines 
Friends help couple make repairs to Stony Point estate    

Yonkers' Teutonia Hall sold, faces uncertain future    

Dad's running for county executive again; you kids keep 
quiet    

Senate OKs permit parking for Mamaroneck    

Former Peekskill mayor to run for Westchester legislature 
   

Latest Headlines 
DATABASE: Cortlandt town's highest-paid public 
employees, 2008    

Backup leads Orange to NCAA lacrosse semis    

Chamberlain gets a helping hand    

A-Rod lifts Yankees to win    

Mets' Santana finally gets some support    

LoHud.Com Text Alerts 

Get breaking local news 
as it happens from 
LoHud.com. Enter your 
phone number below: 

  

  

  

»  Modify existing alerts  

»  4INFO | Get this tool 

Continue

ADS BY PULSE 360 Get Listed Here

Page 1 of 2Judge orders Bedford to produce more documents in Jackson case | lohud.com | The Journ...

5/17/2009http://lohud.com/article/20090517/NEWS02/905170353/-1/newsfront



  

  

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login | Register  
 
  

1000characters left 

  

allegations that two Woodlands Middle School teachers, Maria Pearson and Mercia 
Neufville, improperly coached and gave answers to students on the state math test in 
March. 
*. See Lance H. Klein and the Orangetown Police Suspension case: Suppression 
http://www.lohud.com/article/20090321/NEWS03/903210374/-1/rss01 
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