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By JOHN ROCHE

Hundreds of pages of e-mails, other
carrespondence and documents per-
taining to what led 1o the controver-
s1al and costly separation agreement
between the Bedford Central School
District and former supenntendent
Dr. Debra Jackson are now being re-
viewed and might have 10 be turned
over to a judge in mid-June

At a court conference this week, an
attorney for the school dstrict told
a judge’s law secretary that he and
Bedford Central officials are in the
process of sifing through mounds of
documents o determune what, if any,
recotds refer to the dispute that led to
Dr. Jackson’s resignation or the buy-
out she recewved from the distnct

And based on what’s contained 1n
those documents, including e-mails
exchanged between school board
members, distnct admimstrators and
attorneys, local resident and former
school board member Camillo San-
toniero may petitton a state Supreime
Court judge to reconsider a ruling last
month that shot down a key compo-
nent of an Arucle 78 proceeding Mr
Santomero filed this fall, his attorney
sard this week

“It’s certainly clear that there’s much
more that needs to take place before
the judge determines exactly what the
school distnci 1s going to be required
to produce,” said Mr. Santomero’s at-
torney, Robert Sternbach, after Tues-
days court conference. “Basically,
1t seems that although there was a
judge’s ruling on only one document
requested thus far, that 1s just the up
of the 1ceberg ”

Edward Phillips, an attorney with
Keane and Beane, the law firm repre-
senuing Bedford Central, said that he
and the district are m the process of
reviewing any and all documents that
might be even remotely related to the
dispute and departure of Dr. Jackson,
who in June left Bedford Central to
serve as superintendent of the High-
land Falls-Fort Montgomery School
District

“There are e-mails and other docu-
ments that we are 1n the process of
reviewing one by one,” Mr. Phillips
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said this week “Because of the nature
of pninted e-mail exchanges especially,
there 15 a lot of volume and a lot of
duphcation, so there 1s a great deal of
matenial that we have to sift through
But as we have all along. we will com-
ply with whatever request 15 made by
the court "

Last year, Mr Santomero filed a re-
quest under the New York State Free-
dom of Informauon Law (FOIL) asking
the distnict for all documents pertain-
ing to a “certam dispute” related 1o
Dr Jackson’s job performance that oc-
curred at some point n 2007 between
the Bedford Central school board and
the superintendent

The Record-Review and The Journal
News filed similar FOIL 1equests soon
after the agreement between the school
board and Dr jackson was announced
The distnct demed all three of those
FOIL requests, but Mr Santomero sub-
sequently appealed Bedford Central’s
demal

In his request for judicial interven-
won, Mr Santomero filed a 52-page Ar-
ticle 78 petition n Westchester County
State Supreme Court, which charges
that the distncts demal to release the
requested documents was “arbitrary,
capncious and constitutes an abuse of
discrenon ”

But on March 31, a judge ruled that

district must share documents

M. Phillips said that its too early in
the review process to speculate as o what
documents or records the district will
or will not have to produce.

the Bedford Central board of educaton
acted properly mm denying a request
that draft disciplinary charges against
Dr Jackson be made public State Su-
preme Court Judge Barbara Zambelh
upheld Bedford Centrals decision not
to publicly release the draft disciphn-
ary charges. ruling that they are exempt
from being disclosed under FOIL

The “certamn chspute’ led to a con-
troversial agreement between the board
and Dr. Jackson that resulted 1 her
resignation, her departure from the dis-
trict m June 2008, and a buyout pack-
age that included a lump sum payment
of $650.000 and medical benefits for
her and her famly for life Citing a con-
fidentiality clause in the agreement, Dr
Jackson and board members have re-
peatedly refused to comment on what
specifically led to her resignation. other
than o refer to the “certamn dispute” re-
garding her job performance

Judge Zambelh ruled that the draft
disaiphnary charges did not have 0 be

publicly disclosed by the district smce
they were never f{ormally filed no1
proved agaimnst D Jackson The draft
charges are exempt from FOLL.. as their
disclosure would constitute an unwar-
ranted imvasion of privacy as defined by
state Public Officers Law, according to
the judge

But in that nine-page rulng, Judge
Zambelli also ordered Bedford Central
1o produce addiuonal documents that
may be related to the settlement pur-
suant to Mr Santomero’s FOLL request.
and those documents must be provided
(o the judge by June 16

1 don't know vet what these add-
wonal documents actually contain, but
wete certainly gong to find out.” Mr
Sternbach said “To say that this 1s over?
15 Bedford Central officials seemed to
\ndicate following the judge’s ruling on
the draft disciphmary charges, 15 hardly
the case ’

In a statement following judge Zam-
bellis ruling, the school board said 1t

was pleased that the judge upheld the
boards actions regarding the release
of the draft disaphnary charges The
board also “understands the request for
informanagn, yet1s legally bound not to
discuss the specifics of the separation”
with Dr Jackson, the press release stat-
ed

Mr Phillips said this week that 1ts
too early mn the review process (0 spec-
ulate as to what documents or records
the distnct will or will not have to pro-
duce

At or before that mid-June meetng,
Bedford Central must also provide a
formal representation that no docu-
ments related to the Dr Jackson ds-
pute and departure agreement have
been destroyed or deleted, and that
all of the respondent documents have
been produced, according 1o Mr San-
tomero’s attorney

Mr Sternbach reiterated that he be-
Lieves the judge may rule differently on
addiwonal documents, since her deci-
<ion last month on the draft disciphn-
ary charges largely hinged on the fact
that they were never formally filed or
proved

“We're going to ask the judge to te-
open the ongmal peution to reflect all
those additional documents, and 10
reconsider her ruling,” Mr Sternbach
said “lt seems clear there is a greal
deal more to come




